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PRECEDENT   SHOULD   STICK        By  Ralph  McGiU 

Hand  In  Glove  With  Lincoln 


Ralph  McGill 

store  at  New 


Kennedy  credited  with  effecting  a 
policy  that  national  welfare  must 
have  a  seat  at  bargaining  tables 

ATLANTA 
Import  ant  conclusions 
clearly  may  be  drawn  from 
Big  Steel's  reluctant  accept- 
ance of  the  role  of  the  na- 
tional welfare  in  major  cost 
decisions  in  the  basic  indus- 
tries—which set  economic 
patterns  of  wages  and  costs. 

These  conclusions  are  so 
inescapable  they  remind  us 
of  an  old  reminiscence  about 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

In  1831  Lincoln  clerked  in  

Salem,  Harvey  Ross,  mail  carrier,  went  in  to 
buy  a  pair  of  doeskin  gloves.  He  asked  Lin- 
coln if  he  had  a  pair  that  would  fit  him. 

"There's  a  pair  of  dogskin  gloves  that  I 
think  will  fit  you,"  said  Lincoln  throwing 
them  on  the  counter,  "and  you  can  have  them 
for  75  cents." 

Ross  knew  the  women  of  the  neighborhood 
made  gloves  from  deer  hides  and  that  they 
cost  from  50  to  75  cents.  .  . 

"How  do  you  know  they  are  dogskin ?  koss 
asked. 

Economic  Revolution  May  Result 

"Well,  sir,"  said  Lincoln,  "I'll  tell  you  how 
I  know  they  are  dogskin.  Jack  Clary  s  dog 
killed  Tom  Watkins'  sheep  and  Tom  Watkins 
boy  killed  the  dog  and  old  John  Mounts 
tanned  the  dogskin  and  Sally  Speers  made  the 
gloves  and  that's  how  I  know  they  are  dog- 
skin gloves." 

"So,"  said  Ross,  in  telling  the  tale,  "I  asked 
no  more  questions  but  bought  the  gloves. 

Big  Steel,  confronted  with  the  certitude  of 
its  political,  economic,  and  public  relations 
blunder,  "asked  no  more  questions  but  bought 
the  gloves." 

There  emerges  from  Big  Steel's  capitulation 
the  possibility  of  a  very  real  revolution  in  the 


nation's  economic  practices.  What  President 
Kennedy  and  Secretary  of  Labor  Goldberg 
have  been  trying  to  do  is  to  place  a  third 
party— the  national  welfare— at  the  bargaining 
table  in  all  negotiations,  especially  those  in- 
volving key  industries.  It  is  these  which  set 
the  pattern  for  lesser  labor-management  agree- 
ments. 

In  times  past,  especially  in  the  years  since 
World  War  II,  collective  bargaining  in  the 
precedent-setting  industries  has  been  largely 
a  power  struggle,  rather  than  negotiations 
The  public  interest  has  rarely  been  admitted 
to  the  bargaining  room.  Suggestions  that  it  be 
present  were  resented  or  laughed  at. 

The  boom  years  since  World  War  II  and  the 
accelerated  inflation  produced  by  the  Korean 
War  made  travesties  of  so-called  "negotia- 
tions." Settlements  hurriedly  were  made  and 
the  costs  passed  on  to  the  public.  This  was 
dangerous  business.  It  came  to  haunt  thought- 
ful men  in  labor,  management  and  govern- 
ment. It  was  a  sort  of  primrose  path,  leading 
toward  economic  disaster. 
Conclusion  Was  Reached 
Goldberg,  the  President  and  their  advisers 
reached  a  conclusion:  In  this  increasingly  com- 
petitive world,  with  Europe's  new  machines 
stepping  up  production,  with  the  power  of  the 
Common  Market  coming  up  like  thunder  on 
the  economic  horizon  and  with  the  Soviets  be- 
coming more  and  more  a  factor  m  world 
markets,  the  United  States  could  no  longer 
avoid  those  facts  but  must  act  to  meet  them. 

Goldberg  this  year  worked  hard  to  persuade 
the  steel  union  not  to  ask  a  wage  increase. 
That  union  had  gone  through  a  long  strike  in 
its  last  test  of  muscle.  It  was  a  burnt  child. 
(It  generally  is  conceded  that  the  116-day 
industry  shutdown  in  1959  triggered  the  re- 
cession that  followed.)  Goldberg  was  success- 
ful. A  contract,  generally  agreed  to  be  non- 
inflationary,  was  reached.  Then  came  the  ill- 
timed,  indefensible  price  increase.  The  precari- 
ous balance-of-paymenifcs  situation  would  have 
been  badly  hurt.  The  dollar  would  have  suf- 
fered vast  harm.  •  ... 

In  the  future  the  third  party— the  public 
interest— must  sit  at  the  bargaining  tables  We 
all  are  in  Kennedy's  debt— including  Big  Steel. 


WORK  OF  OSTENDORF 


Lives  of  Kennedy, 
Lincoln  Paralleled 

Last  April  Dayton  Lincoln  j  Lincoln  was  mayor  of  Boston, 
scholar  Lloyd  Ostendorf  noted  a  Another  relative.  Levi  Lincoln  Sr., 


I  number  of  parallels  between  the 
lives  of  the  16th  and  35th  Presr 
dents  of  the  United  States.  He 
began  to  compile  them. 

The  dramatic  events  of  last 
weekend  wrote  a  tragic  climax  to 
Ostendorf's  list  of  parallels 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  also  be- 
came a  victim  of  an  assassin'; 
bullet. 

HERE  ARE  some  of  the  simi 
larities  noted  by  Ostendorf  be- 
tween the  careers  of  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy : 

Both  Presidents  were  elected  in 
60s;  Republican  Lincoln  in  1860; 
Democrat  Kennedy  in  1960. 

Bo  lb  were  tall;  Lincoln  6-4; 
Kennedy  6-1. 

Each  man  in  his  30s  married  a 
pretty,  24-year-old  brunette  who 
could  speak  French  fluently. 

LINCOLN'S  cousin,  Gen.  Isaac 
Dutton  Barnard,  became  a  U.S. 
senator.    Another  cousin,  F.  W. 


was  a  Harvard  graduate  who  be-! 
came  U.S.  attorney  general.  Lin-| 
coin's  son,  Robert  became  U.  S.j 
minister  to  London  from  1889  to 
1893. 

Kennedy's  relatives  held  sim- 
ilar positions.  His  brother  Ted  is 
a  U.S.  senator.  Another  brother, 
Robert,  is  a  Harvard  graduate 
and  attorney  general.  His  grand- 
father, John  F.  "Honey  Fitz" 
Fitzgerald  was  mayor  of  Boston 
and  his  father,  Joseph  P.  Ken- 
nedy was  ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James  1938-1940. 

BOTH  LINCOLN  and  Kennedy 
were  elected  to  Congress  in  '47, 
100  years  apart.  They  were  run- 
ners-up  for  vice  presidential 
nominations  in  '56. 

Their  campaigns  for  president 
in  '60  were  each  marked  by  dra- 
matic debates;  Lincoln's  with 
Sen.  Stephen  A.  Douglas;  Ken- 
nedy with  Vice  President  Rich- 
ard M.  Nixon. 

EACH  HAD  a  vice  president 
named  Johnson  who  succeeded 
to  office  after  the  President's 
untimely  death  by  a  bullet  in 
the  head. 

The  men  accused  as  assassins 
in  each  case  died  shortly  after- 
wards of  bullet  wounds:  John 
Wilkes  Booth  was  shot  by  troops 
as  he  hid  in  a  tobacco  barn.  Lee 
Harvey  Oswald  was  felled  in  a 
Dallas  jail  corridor. 


Dayton  Daily  News 
Dayton,  Ohio 
November  25,  1963 


WORK  OF  OSTENDORF 


Lives  of  Kennedy, 
Lincoln  Paralleled 


Last  April  Dayton  Lincoln 
scholar  Lloyd  Ostendorf  noted  a 
number  of  parallels  between  the 
lives  of  the  16th  and  35th  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  He 
began  to  compile  them. 

The  dramatic  events  of  last  | 
weekend  wrote  a  tragic  climax  to] 
Ostendorf's  list  of  parallels  as 
John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  also  be- 
came a  victim  of  an  assassin's 
bullet. 

HERE  ARE  some  of  the  simi- 
larities noted  by  Ostendorf  be- 
tween the  careers  of  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy : 

Both  Presidents  were  elected  in 
60s;  Republican  Lincoln  in  1860; 
Democrat  Kennedy  in  1960. 

Both  were  tall;  Lincoln  6-4; 
Kennedy  6-1. 

Each  man  in  his  30s  married  a 
pretty,  24-year-old  brunette  who 
could  speak  French  fluently. 

LINCOLN'S  cousin,  Gen.  Isaac 
Dutton  Barnard,  became  a  U.S. 
senator.   Another  cousin,  F.  W. 


Lincoln  was  mayor  of  Boston 
Another  relative,  Levi  Lincoln  Sr. 
was  a  Harvard  graduate  who  be 
came  U.S.  attorney  general.  Lin 
coin's  son,  Robert  became  U.  S 
minister  to  London  from  1889  to 
1893. 

Kennedy's  relatives  held  sim- 
ilar positions.  His  brother  Ted  is 
a  U.S.  senator.  Another  brother, 
Robert,  is  a  Harvard  graduate 
and  attorney  general.  His  grand- 
father, John  F.  "Honey  Fitz" 
Fitzgerald  was  mayor  of  Boston 
and  his  father,  Joseph  P.  Ken- 
nedy was  ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James  1938-1940. 

BOTH  LINCOLN  and  Kennedy 
were  elected  to  Congress  in  '47, 
100  years  apart.  They  were  run 
ners-up  for  vice  presidential 
nominations  in  '56. 

Their  campaigns  for  president 
in  '60  were  each  marked  by  dra- 
matic debates;  Lincoln's  with 
Sen.  Stephen  A.  Douglas;  Ken- 
nedy with  Vice  President  Rich- 
ard M.  Nixon. 

EACH  HAD  a  vice  president 
named  Johnson  who  succeeded 
to  office  after  the  President's 
untimely  death  by  a  bullet  in 
the  head. 

The  men  accused  as  assassins  • 
in  each  case  died  shortly  after- ' 
wards  of  bullet  wounds:  John 
Wilkes  Booth  was  shot  by  troops 
as  he  hid  in  a  tobacco  bam.  Lee 
Harvey  Oswald  was  felled  in  a 
Dallas  jail  corridor. 


Dayton  Daily  News 
November  30,  1963 


OSTENDORF  COLLECTION 

Lincoln,  Kennedy: 
Pictorial  Close-up 

By  JIM  NICHOLS,  Dally  News  Staff  Writer 
It  was  just  a  little  after  1  p.m.  on  Friday,  Nov.  22, 
that  Daytonian  Lloyd  Ostendorf  brought  us  a  copy  of  his 
book  "Lincoln  in  Photographs." 

Within  a  half  hour,  the  news 


had  rocketed  around  the  world 
that  our  35th  president,  John  Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy  had  been 'shot 
and  the  book  was  shoved  out  of 
sight  -  and  for 
days  out  of 
mind. 

>But  when 
we  £  i  n a  1  ly 
picked  it  up 
again  and 
started  to 
study  the  fine 

pictorial  collection  Ostendorf  has 
gathered,  we  soon  found  out-self 
staggered  with  comparisons  of 
the  men  and  the  time  of  our 
two  martyred  presidents. 

THE  BOOK,  which  is  based 
mainly  on  Ostendorf 's  private 
collection  with  text  by  Charles 
Hamilton,  contains  every  known 
photograph  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  In  all 
there  are  219  photographs. 

Which  made  us  realize  that 
probably  in  one  day,  a  day  like 
that  black  Friday,  Mr.  Kennedy 
had  his  picture  taken  almost 
that  many  times  in  the  course  of 
the  few  hours  before  tragedy 
struck. 

BUT  EVEN  so,  now  that  he 
is  .  gone,,  his  '  picture,  like  Mr. 
Lincoln's  become  truly  precious 
to  the  people  who  loved  him. 

But  behind  the  face  of  every 
picture  there  is  a  man.  To  study 
these  faces  is  to  probe  the  soul 
of  two.  great  men. 

Leaf  carefully  through  the  new 
book,  and- look  carefully  at  the 
face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  is 


somber,  seldom  smiling,  some 
would  say  it  is  an  ugly  face.  But 
study  it  closely.  It's  not  ugly- 
it's  the  rugged  face  of  a  man. 
Somber,  yes,  but  Mr.  Lincoln 
lived,  in  a  somber  time.  The 
world  was  not  then  a  laughing 
place. 

BUT  LOOK  at  the  eyes  of  Mr. 
Lincoln.  See  if  you  can  not  dis- 
cern the  virility  of  the  man— the 
humanity  that  made  this  presi- 
dent a  giant  for  the  ages. 

Turn  now  to  more  recent  pic- 
tures of  John  Fitzgerald  Ken- 
nedy. This  is  a  man,  handsome 
arid  rugged  in  the  same  instant. 
This  is  a  man  happy  with  a 
young  and  vibrant  family.  This) 
is  a  man  challenged  by,  but  lov- 
ing one  of  the  hardest  jobs  in  the 
world. 

I  But,  of  course,  times  have ' 
changed.  The  world  laughs  much 
more  now  than  it  did  100  years 
ago;  its  people  are  happier  and 
so  are  its  leaders. 

LOOK  CLOSELY  at  the  face  of 
handsomeness.  There  in  the  eyes 
Mr.  Kennedy;  look  beyond  the 
smile  wrinkles;  look  beyond  the 
you'll  see  that  Mr.  Lincoln  and 
Mr.  Kennedy  are  one  because 
the  eyes  of  each  mirror  souls 
deep  with  compassion,  filled  with 
the  love  of  man. 

It  is  fortunate  that  Ostendorf 
and  the  Oklahoma  University 
Press  have  brought  out  this  book 
.now.  It  will  be  invaluable  to 
I  those  who  want  to  study  and  un- 
derstand more  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. It  will  be  an  aid  in  com- 
paring his  days  with  those  of 
our  own  and  of  John  Kennedy. 


JIM  BISHOP:  REPORTER 


By  JIM  BISHOP 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
He  was  in  the  fruitful  .middle  -year*  when 
the  end  came.  Lincoln's 'heart's  desire  was  to 
be  known  as  the  president ;  who  brought  peace, 
at  home  as  well  as  abroad-  He  did  not  live 
to  achieve  it. 

He  liked  the  South,  but  the  South  did  not 
like  him.  Between  the  two  stood  the  American 
Negro.  The  16th  President  tried  to  force  the 
South  to  liberalize  its  policies  toward  the  Ne- 
gro, but  the  South  was  neither  ready  nor  will- 
ing to  do  it. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  four  children.  Two  were 
dead.  In  the  company  of  little  ones,  he  enjoyed 
shedding  the  weight  and  austerity  of  his  high 
"  qftice.  He  enjoyed  practical  jokes  too. 

His  First  Lady  was  fashionable,  but  restive 
0f(in  th^  White  House.- rSbenliked  poetry,  and  paint- 
ing, but  not  state  dinners  and  the  company  of 
politicians.  She  fought  to  maintain  a  private 
family  life,  and  sometimes  lost. 

Mr.  Lincoln  enjoyed  reading  the  Bible  and 
could  quote  from  the  Old  Testament  as  well  as 
the  New.  His  religious  feelings  were  deep,  but 
personal. 

His  program  was  often  thwarted  by  his  own 
party.  Whatever  support  he  had  in  the  Congress 
came  from  a  coalition  of  liberal  groups.  Mr. 
Lincoln  had  served  in  Congress  after  studying 
law  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  public,  he  displayed  enormous  patience, 
although  in  private  he  was  irritated  by  opposi- 
tion to  his  policies  in  the  American  press.  He 
was  also  beset  by  job-seekers  and  those  who 
stole  his  time  as  though  it  were  limitless. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  spare  eater  who  liked 
plain  food.  He  was  also  an  omnivorous  reader 
who  devoured  newspapers  and  history  books  by 
the  dozen.  When  he  became  President,  in  1861, 
one  of  the  persons  most  worried  about  his  safe- 
ty was  John  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police 
in  New  York. 

Mr.  Kennedy  used  to  warn  government 
agents  to  be  extra  watchful  when  the  President 
traveled.  Once,  he  sent  detectives  to  Baltimore 
to  make  certain  that  the  city  would  be  safe  for 
the  President  to  enter. 

Lincoln  thought  of  assassination,  but  always 
fatalistically.  "I  know  no  one  could  do  it  and 
escape  alive."  he  said.  "But  if  it  is  to  be  done, 
it  is  impossible  to  prevent  it." 

When  death  came,  it  came  on  a  Friday. 
The  assassin  was  a  misguided  man  wiHi  a  gun. 
A  bullet  smashed  through  the  back  of  the  Presi- 
dent's head.  The  killer  was  not  supported  by 
an  organization.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  succeeded  by 
a  Southerner  named  Johnson. 


JOHN  F.  KENNEDY 
He  was  in  the  fruitful  middle  years  when 
the  end  came.  Kennedy's  heart's  desire  was  to 
be  known  as  the  President  who  brought  peace, 
at  home  as  well  as  abroad.  He  did  not  live  to 
achieve  it.  • 

He  liked  the  South,  but  the  South  did  not 
like  him.  Between  the  two  stood  the  American 
Negro.  The  35th  President  tried  to  force  the 
South  to  liberalize  its  policies  toward  the  Ne- 
gro, but  the  South  was  neither  ready  nor  will- 
ing to  do  it. 

Mr.  Kennedy  had  four  children.  Two  were 
dead.  In  the  company  of  little  ones,  he  enjoyed 
shedding  the  weight  and  austerity  of  his  high 
office.  He  enjoyed  practical  jokes,  too.n 

His  First  Lady  was  fashionable,  buj  m&N*. 
in  the  White  House.  She  liked  poetry,  twiipamt^ 
ing,  but  not  state  dinners  and  the  compbnjnxfo 
politicians.  She  fought  to  maintain  a  private 
family  life,  and  sometimes  lost. 

Mr.  Kennedy  enjoyed  reading  the  Bible  and 
could  quote  from  the  Old  Testament  as  well 
as  the  New.  His  religious  feelings  were  deep, 
but  personal. 

His  program  was  often  thwarted  by  his  own 
party.  Whatever  support  he  had  in  the  Congress 
came  from  a  coalition  of  liberal  groups.  Mr. 
Kennedy  had  served  in  Congress  after  graduat- 
ing from  Harvard '  University  cum  laude. 

In  public,  he  displayed  enormous  patience, 
although  in  private  he  was  irritated  by  the 
opposition  to  his  policies  in  the  American  press. 
He  was  also  beset  by  job-seekers  and  those  who 
stole  his  time  as  though  it  were  limitless. 
,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  a  spare  eater  who  liked 
plain  food.  He  was  also  an  omnivorous  reader 
who  devoured  newspapers  and  history  books  bj 
the  dozen.  When  he  became  President,  in  1961 
one  of  the  persons  most  worried  about  his  safe 
ty  was  Evelyn  Lincoln,  his  personal  secretary. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  used  to  warn  government 
agents  whenever  the  President  left  his  office, 
or  whenever  he  made  a  decision  to  travel.  She 
kept  her  office  door  ajar  so  that  she  could  hear 
anyone  enter  or  leave  his  office. 

Kennedy  thought  of  assassination.  Once, 
when  walking  with  Secret  Service  agents,  he 
joked:  "If  anyone  tries  to  get  me,"  he  whis- 
pered, "they're  going  to  have  to  get  you  fellows 
first." 

When  death  came,  it  came  on  a  Friday. 
The  assassin  was  a  misguided  man  with  a  gun. 
A  bullet  smashed  through  the  back  of  the  Presi- 
dent's head.  The  killer  was  not  supported  by  an 
organization.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  succeeded  by  a 
Southerner  named  Johnson  .  .  . 
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ORIGIN  OF 
\  LINCOLN-KENNEDY 
M  PARALLELS 
r^J.  F.  K.  Knew  of  Them 

}y  J.  Vance  Hunt,  Editor 
x  ^ce- Wayne  Eagle,  Haiwley,  Pa. 


"Last  August  10th  Columnist 
Charles  McHarry  of  the  New- 
York  Daily  News  wrote. 

Still  no  clue  as  to  who  put  to- 
gether the  Lincoln-Kennedy  par- 
allels,  although  several  readers 


pointed  out  that  Jim  Bishop 
printed  a  similar  set  of  coinci- 
dences in  the  lives  of  the  two 
Presidents  soon  after  Kennedy 
was  assassinated.  Several  poli- 
te'~4ans  have  taken  undeserved 
it  for  the  parallels,  as  have 
a  iiumber  of  business  men.  The 
list  has  been  widely  published  in 
recent  weeks.  It  even  found  its 
way  into  the  Cork  (Ireland) 
Weekly  Examiner  last  July  9th." 

The  editor  of  this  paper  read 
in  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  Sun- 
day Magazine  of  'February  9th, 
1964,  an  excellent  article  titled 
"Presidential  Parallels"  by  Dav- 
id S.  Keiser.  As  Mr.  Keiser  di- 
rected Camp  Lenape  for  Boys 
in  the  Poconos  the  past  forty- 
some  years,  he  and  his  name  are 
(veil  known  in  this  area.  So  he 
was  interviewed  for  what  he 
might  know  of  the  origin  of  the 
new  nation-wide  fad,  in  which 
any  reader,  after  scanning  a  list 
of  Lincoln-Kennedy  Parallels 
printed  in  the  newspapers 
throughout  the  country,  can 
cudgel  his  brain,  discover  or  in- 
vent two  or  three  more,  add  them 
into  a  new  list,  and  give  his  re- 
vised _  parallels  to  a  friend  to 
mail  in  to  some  newspaper  that 
has  nolt  as  yet  printed  any.  Us- 
ually tJhe  paper  prints  the  tabu- 
lation as  well  as  the  names  of 
the  "re-organizer"  and  the  send- 
er, and  everybody  is  happy. 

Keiser,  now  director-emeritus 
of  the  camp,  (with  a  lot  of  time 
to  write),  explains  that  in  1940 
h~  discovered  that  four  sets  of 
own  ancestors  lived  in  the 


Oley  Valley,  near  Reading,  Pa., 
circa  1730,  when  the  fore-bears 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Daniel 
Boone  moved  there.  If  his  ances- 
tors were  on  the  Lincoln-Boone 
"reception  committe  e,"  he 
thought  he  should  know  more 
about  the  people  there,  and  thus 
his  research  began.  As  his  wife 
is  a  Quaker,  Keiser,  eventually 
concentrated  his  activity  on  as- 
certaining, if  humanly  possible 
whether  Lincoln  really  did  have 
those  "Quaker  ancestors  in  Penn- 
sylvania" he  thrice  wrote  about. 
For  a  full  century,  Lincoln  his- 
torians, failing  to  locate  such' 
Quaker  forebears  for  the  Eman- 
cipator, generally  went  out  on  a 
limb  with  statements  such  as 
"Mr.  Lincoln  was  mistaken," 

After  15  years  of  research, 
Keiser  found  them,  in  Chester 
County  and  published  the  results 
of  his  research!  in  the  Fall,  1961 
issue  of  "The  Lincoln  Herald" 
of  Harrogate,  Tenn.  The  Associ- 
ated Press  gave  favorable  pub- 
licity to  his  finding  of  seven 
Quaker  ancestors  for  Lincoln, 
named  mostly  Flower  and  Bar- 
nard. The  New  York  Herald 
Tribune,  Feb.  11,  1962,  titled  a 
four-column  wide  headline:  "Lin- 
coln's Quaker  Lineage  Is  Now 
Believed  Proved."  It  quoted  a  re- 
view thereon  by  Dr.  Henry  Cad- 
bury,  former  professor  of  Re- 
ligious History  at  Harvard,  in 
the  Feb.  15,  1962  Friends  Jour- 
nal of  Philadelphia. 

Since  then  Keiser,  further  ex- 
ploring the  Lincoln  family  tree, 
has  found  many  fantastic  items, 
especially  of  famous-but-remote 
kinsmen  of  the  rail-splitter,  in- 
cluding four  New  England  gov- 
ernors. 

In  1961  he  had  discovered  what 
eventually  became  a  most  fascin- 
ating parallel:  "Lincoln  and  Ken- 
nedy had  each  a  kinsman  who 
was  a  Most  Elected  mayor  of 
Boston." 

Keiser  knew  that  Frederic  W. 
Lincoln  had  been  elected  mayor 
of  Boston  seven  different  times 
—  more  than  any  other  mayor. 
In  November  1863,  President  Lin- 
coln took  his  friend,  contempor- 
ary, and  distant  kinsman,  Mayor 
Lincoln,  to  Gettysburg  with 
him,  as  his  train  guest,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the 
cemetery  there.  It  is  well  known 
that  Kennedy's  grandfather,  John 
F.  Fitzgerald,  was  a  many-time 
mayor  of  Boston,  so  in  1961, 
Keiser  wrote  President  Kennedy 
asking  "How  many  times  had 
your  grandfather  been  elected 
Boston's  mayor?"  (Reiser's 
guess  was  5!) 
The  reply: 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

December  22,  1961 
Dear  Mr.  Keiser: 


The  President  has  asked  me 
to  acknowledge  and  thank  you 
for  your  letter,  with  the  en- 
closures. All  that  you  say  has 
been  noted,  and  you  may  be  sure 
that  your  interest  in  writing  is 
appreciated. 

I  regret  that  we  cannot  be 
helpful  regarding  your  inquiry. 
It  is  suggested  that  you  might 
be  able  to  get  the  information 
you  want  from  the  Mayor  of 
Boston. 

Sincerely, 
"     /     "  Ralph  Dungan 
«Ac^°f"   \  Special  Assistant 

\      to  the  President 

In  February ,\  1963,  Keiser  at- 
tended a  lecturevon  Lincoln  by  a 
prominent  authority-  who  told 
how  a  leading  magazine  had  just 
printed  a  most  untrue  picture  of 
Lincoln,  in  which  the  author  in- 
correctly had  claimed  "that  Lin- 
coln had  been  unable  to  achieve 
one  single  personal  victory  in 
30  years  of  constant  effort."  The 
lecturer  showed  how  the  author 
had  unbelieveably  ignored  Lin- 
coln's election  to  the  captaincy 
of  his  Black  Hawk  War  com- 
pany, by  the  votes  of  the  men 
themselves,  his  four  biennial 
elections  to  the  Illinois  legisla- 
ture, his  election  to  Congress, 
etc.  The  author  had  even  listed 
the  death  of  his  alleged  sweet- 
heart, Ann  Rutledge,  as  Failure 
No.  4  (instead  of  Conquest  No. 
1). 

A  few  days  after  the  lecture, 
Keiser  compared  the  successes 
of  Lincoln  with  the  successes  of 
the  then  present  incumbent, 
John  F.  Kennedy,  and  was  amaz- 
ed at  what  he  found  —  both  men 
had  been  elected  to  Congress  in 
1846  and  1946  —  exactly  a  cen- 
tury apart  —  each  had  carried 
the  majority  vote  for  senator  in 
1858  and  1958.  In  1856  amd  1956 
each  was  runner-up  for  the  vice- 
presidential  nomination  in  a  year 
his  party  would  lose.  In  1860  and 
1960  each  was  elected  president 
for  an  exact  same  reason  —  each 
having  enhanced  his  image  ade- 
quately in  a  series  of  debates 
with  his  better  known  opponent 
— Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
and  Vice-President  Richard  M.; 
Nixon. 

Additionally  Keiser  discovered' 
that  both  men  descended  from 
Massachusetts  immigrants  from 
the  British  Isles,  were  the  sec- 
ond born  child,  and  each  had  lost 
a  brother  and  sister  before  be- 
coming president. 

A  few  days  after  he  had  sub- 
mitted his  corrective  story  to  the 
magazine  that  had  so  erred  in 
printing  what  it  did,  Keiser  re- 
ceived a  rejecion  letter  from  it, 
actually  containing  the  admission 
tJhlat  it  now  knows  its  article  con- 
tained "more  fable  than  fact." 
Thereupon  Keiser  proceeded  to 
write  an  article  on  the  many  co- 


incidences, calling  it  "Sixty 
Parallels  'Twixt  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy." 

He  finally  submitted  it  to 
LOOK  Magazine,  which  rejected 
them  just  two  days  "ere  Dallas." 
(No  magazine  would  accept  such 
an  article  in  an  election  year!) 
He  re-wrote  it  with  a  new,  amaz- 
ing, but  sorrowful  ending  and 
sold  it  to  the  Philadelphia  In- 
quirer a  week  "after  Dallas," 
Nov.  29,  1963.  Unfortunately 
their  plans  forbade  printing  it 
until  Lincoln's  birthday  week.  It 
finally  appeared  Feb.  9th,  1964. 

Six  months  "ere  Dallas,"  Keis- 
er wrote  a  letter  to  Robert  Ken- 
nedy telling  him  that  he  had 
opposite  numbers  for  all  the 
Kennedys,  their  father,  grand- 
fathers, etc.  and  asking  for  help 
in  getting  the  various  Kennedy 
pictures  wanted,  already  having 
the  very  rare  Lincoln  pictures. 
Robert  obviously  handed  the  let- 
ter to  J.F.K.  to  answer  —  and 
Keiser  a  few  days  later  received 
his  first  four  Kennedy  pictures 
with  this  letter — the  date  of 
Which  shows  that  he  was  work- 
ing on  his  "Parallels"  magazine 
article  during  Kennedy's  life- 
time and  with  his  knowledge.  It 
is  likely  that  all  other  Parallel 
writers  composed  theirs  hurried- 
ly as  a  memorial  to  President 
Kennedy  and  a  measure  of  their 
respect  and  interest  for  him. 
THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

May  10,  1963 

Dear  Mr.  Keiser, 

Your  letter  to  the  Attorney- 
General  concerning  your  propos- 
ed magazine  article  has  been  re- 
ferred to  this  office  for  reply. 

In  response  to  your  query,  I 
am  enclosing  photographs  of  the 
President  and  his  family,  and 
suggest  that  you  write  directly 
to  the  others  whose  pictures  you 
wish  to  have.  Any  letter  you  may 
want  to  send  to  the  President's 
father  may  be  addressed  in  care 
of  (deleted  by  the  editor). 
Sincerely, 

Pierre  Salinger 
Press  Secretary 
to  the  President 
Mr.  David  S.  Keiser 
7733  Mill  Road  s.  *<>■*,  PAft*f, 
Philadelphia^  Pennsylvania  /  9// 
Enclosures 

Two  of  Keiser's  original  Paral- 
lels comparable  in  quality  with 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  one  are: 

A.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each 
had  a  NEXT  OF  KIN  who  was 
Ambassador  to  Great  Britain. 
(Lincoln's  son  and  Kennedy's 
father). 

B.  Each  was  succeeded  by  a 
VICE  PRESIDENT  JOHNSON,  a 
southern  Democrat  born  in  1808 
and  1909. 

For  many  more,  refer  to  the 
book  Keiser  is  writing:  "100 
Lincoln-Kennedy  Parallels." 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


February  7,  1964 


Dear  Mr.  Gates: 

I  have  your  letter  regarding  President  Kennedy's 
interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln;    and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral has  also  asked  me  to  answer  your  letter  to  him 
on  the  same  subject.    I  wish  I  could  give  a  definite 
reply.    His  historical  reading  in  the  White  House  years 
seemed  to  concentrate  on  British  and  European  history. 
He  knew  a  great  deal  about  the  Civil  War  and  was  ob- 
viously acquainted  with  Sandburg,  Nevins  and  Freeman; 
but  my  impression  is  that  this  represented  the  harvest 
of  earlier  years. 

Conceivably  Mr.  Theodore  Sorensen  could  provide  fur- 
ther information  if  you  wish  to  take  the  matter  up  with 
him. 

I  very  much  appreciate  your  generous  words  about  my 
own  writing. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Arthur  Schlesinger,  jr. 
Special  Assistant 
to  the  President 


Mr.  Arnold  Gates 

289  New  Hyde  Park  Road 

Garden  City,  New  York 


Inquirer  Magazine 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
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Presidential  Parallels 


Many  analogies 
in  the  careers 
of  Lincoln  and 
John  F.  Kennedy 


By  DAVID  S.  KEISER 

AT  FIRST  glance,  any  linking  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  F. 
Kennedy  might  seem  far-fetched. 
Certainly,  the  early  lives  of  these  two 
Presidents  hardly  could  have  been 
more  different.  Lincoln's  log  cabin 
background  and  his  self-schooling 
contrast  sharply  with  Kennedy's 
wealth  and  his  private  school  intro- 
duction to  Harvard. 

Yet,  in  addition  to  the  obvious  fact 
that  each  was  assassinated  in  a  period 
of  turmoil  over  civil  rights,  there  are 
many  interesting  parallels  in  their 
lives.  To  the  historian,  who  can  refer 
to  more  than  5000  books  published  on 
Lincoln,  the  multiplicity  of  these 
parallels  is  truly  surprising. 

First  and  most  obvious  is  the  fact 
that  each  was  succeeded  by  a  Presi- 
dent Johnson  who  was  born  in  the 
South— one  born  in  1808,  one  in  1908. 
But  long  before  this  succession  in  each 
case,  other  interesting  similarities  had 
been  piling  up. 

Each,  for  example,  was  named  for  a 
grandfather.  Each  was  a  second  child, 
and  came  from  a  family  that  origi- 
nated in  the  British  Isles  and  settled 
in  Massachusetts.  At  23  both  Lincoln 
and  Kennedy  joined  military  units. 
Lincoln  captained  a  company  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War;  Kennedy  captained 
a  PT  boat  in  the  Pacific. 

Just  100  years  apart,  1846  and  1946, 
each  successfully  ran  for  Congress. 


Each  later  ran  for  the  U.S.  Senate 
1  against  a  far  more  famous  incumbent. 
Lincoln  ran  against  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las; Kennedy  against  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge.  Both  obtained  a  majority  of 
the  popular  vote,  but  Lincoln  lost 
through  a  vote  of  the  legislature. 

Again,  just  100  years  apart,  in  1856 
and  1956,  each  was  the  runner-up  for 

the  Vice-Presidential  nomination  in  a 
year  in  which  his  party  would  lose  the 
election.  Finally,  in  1860  and  1960, 
each  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
Presidency.  Meanwhile,  both  had 
taken  part  in  a  series  of  famous  de- 
bates with  a  much  better  known  rival. 
Lincoln  debated  with  Senator  Doug- 
las; Kennedy  debated  with  Vice 
President  Nixon.  Later,  each  was 
killed  by  gunfire  while  seated  beside 
his  wife,  and  each  assassin  was  later 
shot  to  death  by  an  unauthorized 
person. 

Curiously,  in  a  period  spanning 
almost  a  century  of  changing  prac- 
tices, each  was  in  his  thirties  when 
married.  Too,  both  Lincoln  and  Ken- 
nedy were  wed  to  24-year-old  bru- 
nettes who  spoke  French  fluently. 
And  both  the  Lincolns  and  the  Ken- 
nedys lost  a  son  while  in  the  White 
House. 

Perhaps  the  most  unusual  parallel 
between  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  was 
that  both  had  a  relative  who  was  a 
"most-elected"  mayor  of  Boston. 
Frederic  Walker  Lincoln  was  the  only 
|  Boston  mayor  elected  seven  times, 
starting  in  that  office  in  1857.  John  F. 
(Honey  Fitz)  Fitzgerald,  a  grand- 
father of  John  F.  Kennedy,  served  as 


mayor  of  Boston  five  times,  starting 
in  1906. 

Each  had  a  next-of-kin  who  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  and  became 
an  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain.  Lin- 
coln's son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  held 
this  office  from  1889  to  1893.  Ken- 
nedy's father,  Joseph  Patrick  Ken- 
nedy, served  in  a  like  capacity  from 
1937  to  1940. 

Like  Kennedy,  Lincoln  had  a  rela- 
tive who  served  as  Attorney  General. 
However,  the  relationship  was  not 
close,  as  in  the  case  of  Kennedy  and 
his  brother.  Lincoln's  Attorney-Gen- 
eral relative  was  Levi  Lincoln,  who 
served  under  President  Jefferson. 

More  intriguing  is  the  fact  that  both 
Lincoln  and  Kennedy  knew  a  promi- 
nent Illinois  Democrat  named  Adlai  E. 
Stevenson.  Lincoln's  Stevenson  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  present  U.S. 
representative  to  the  United  Nations. 

Finally,  both  Lincoln  and  Ken- 
nedy had  a  friend-consultant  named 
Billy  Graham.  Lincoln's  Billy 
Graham  was  William  Mentor  Graham, 
a  New  Salem  schoolmaster,  who 
helped  Lincoln  in  his  studies.  Ken- 
nedy's Billy  Graham  was  the  Rev. 
William  Graham,  the  evangelist,  with 
whom  he  often  consulted. 


In  Presidential  campaign  Kennedy  (left)  debated  with  Nixon  on  TV. 


In  his  unsuccessful  bid  for  a  U.S.  Senate  seat  in  1858,  Lincoln  debated  with  opponent  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 


Chicago  Tribune 
Chicago,  Illinois 
February  12,  1964 


Parallels  That  Diver 


Almost  a  hundred  years  apart,  the  event 
repeated  itself. 

"At  the  time  of  the  April  lilacs  in  the 
year  1865,"  so  wrdte  the  poet-historian 
Sandburg,  "a  man  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  trusted  a  guard  to  watch 
at  a  door,  and  the  guard  was  careless, 
left  the  door,  and  the  man  was  shot, 
lingered  a  night,  passed  away,  was  laid 
in  a  box,  and  carried  north  and  west  a 
thousand  miles;  bells  sobbed;  cities  wore 
crepe;  people  stood  with  hats  off  as  the 
railroad  burial  car  came  past  at  midnight, 
dawn,  or  noon." 

And  a  man  named  Johnson  became 
President. 

On  Nov.  22,  1963,  in  the  city  of  Dallas, 
Tex.,  on  a  warm,  clear  day,  a  man  and 
his  wife  rode  exposed  in  a  procession, 
and  a  sniper  in  a  dusty  loft,  with  a  hair- 
lined  telescopic  sight,  raised  his  rifle, 
cradled  it,  and  fired  three  shots,  and  the 
man  riding  in  the  street  six  floors  below 
was  wounded  unto  death. 

And  a  man  named  Johnson  became 
President. 

Tragic,  yes;  but  strange  in  coincidence, 
even  more.  For  the  consequences  and 
effects  repeated  themselves  with  a  fidelity 
almost  incredible. 

The  assassin  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1865  was  killed  by  a  zealot  in  Union 
uniform,  in  defiance  of  orders,  before  he 
could  be  arrested  and  tried.  The  man  to 
whom  all  the  evidence  pointed  as  the 
assassin  of  John  F.  Kennedy  was  killed 
by  another  zealot  while  surrounded  by 
60  officers  of  the  law,  before  he  could  be 
given  trial  which  the  law  allows.  Both  of 
the  self-appointed  executioners  were  men 
of  erratic  temperament.  The  man  who 
killed  John  Wilkes  Booth  said  that  he  was 
the  instrument  of  God.  The  man  who 
killed  the  suspected  murderer  of  Kennedy 
said  he  could  not  let  the  President's  widow 
suffer  thru  a  trial  in  which  she  relived 
the  moments  of  agony  when  her  husband 
Was  struck  down. 

The  two  killers,  or  suspected  killers,  of 
these  Presidents  were  alike  in  enigmatic 
motive.  Many  years  after  the  assassina- 
tion of  Lincoln,  the  brother  of  Booth  spoke 
of  the  assassin's  "patriotic  froth"  when 
southern  secession  from  the  Union  was 
discussed.  He  "declared  his  belief  that 
Lincoln  would  be  made  King  of  America," 
Edwin  Booth  wrote,  "and  this,  I  believe, 
drove  him  beyond  the  limits  of  reason." 

The  widow  of  Lee  Harvey  Oswald,  the 
suspected  killer  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  has  tes- 
tified that  after  he  went  to  Russia,  failed 
to  meet  communist  acceptance  as  a  candi- 
date for  soviet  citizenship,  and  returned 
to  the  United  States,  he  changed  and  be- 
came abnormal.  First,  she  said,  he  made 
an  attempt  with  his  rifle  on  the  life  of  a 
right-wing  resigned  general,  Edwin 
Walker.  Then,  never  having  said  "any- 
thing bad"  about  Mr.  Kennedy,  whose 
political  beliefs  were  diametrically  op- 
posed to  those  of  Gen.  Walker,  he  next 
directed  his  fire  upon  the  President. 

After  both  assassinations,  a  public  clam- 
or developed  to  assign  the  blame,  with 
an  atmosphere  of  hysteria,  unreason,  and 
revenge  prevalent  thruout  the  country. 

At  the  beginning,  all  but  the  most 
sensible  of  men  were  convinced  that  the 
defeated  leaders  of  the  southern  Confed- 


eracy had  incited  Lincoln's  murder.  As 
soon  as  John  F.  Kennedy  was  killed  the 
"radical  right"  and  vague  forces  of  "hate 
and  malevolence"  were  accused  of  respon- 
sibility. Neither  judgment  was  logical, 
sensible,  or  true. 

Booth  was  no  agent  of  the  Confederacy. 
Oswald  was  a  declared  Marxist,  a  rene- 
gade who  sought  to  defect  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  a  propagandist  for  Castro,  and  a 
man  who  yearned  to  return  to  Russia 
even  after  he  had  been  denied  full  accept- 
ance there. 

After  each  President  died,  doubts  arose 
—  some  of  them  deliberately  contrived 
Communist  propaganda,  in  the  face  of  un 
deniable  evidence  to  the  contrary,  con- 
tinued to  maintain  that  Oswald  was  an 
instrument  of  "fascist"  forces.  Insinua- 
tions were  planted  that  his  own  death 
was  part  of  some  sinister  cover-up.  The 
same  legends,  fitted  to  the  context  of  the 
time,  grew  up  with  reference  to  Booth, 
Years  later  it  was  still  widely  believed  that 
he  had  not  been  killed  in  a  Virginia 
tobacco  barn.  Men  who  walked  with  a 
limp  [for  Booth  had  broken  a  leg  jumping 
from  Lincoln's  box  to  the  stage  of  the  Ford 
theater]  were  pointed  out  as  John  Wilkes 
Booth  in  places  as  far  apart  as  Virginia 
and  Texas. 

And,  after  all  this,  the  transformation 
of  man  into  myth.  With  Lincoln,  man  of 
silences  and  sorrows,  poet  and  enigma, 
martyr  to  the  great  causes  of  preserving 
the  Union  and  emancipating  the  slaves, 
unknown  and  unknowable,  it  was  easy  for 
the  people  to  invest  him  with  all  the 
qualities  they  might  seek  in  themselves. 
Myths  are  surely  a  mirror  in  which  we 
project  the  best  we  could  expect  of  our- 
selves. The  Lincoln  who  lives  endlessly 
in  our  history  is  the  ideal  of  the  American 
character. 

Almost  overnight  the  same  processes 
began  to  alter  the  delineation  of  President 
Kennedy.  Young,  handsome,  and  mag- 
netic, his  widow  a  tragic  and  appealing 
figure,  his  children  valiant  in  trial  beyond 
their  perception,  he  was  not  only  mourned, 
and  watched  to  his  grave  on  an  electronic 
medium  unknown  in  Lincoln's  day,  but 
depicted  as  the  beau  ideal  combined  with 
world  statesmanship.  The  state  of  the 
world,  and  the  rejection  of  73  per  cent 
of  his  proposals  by  Congress,  seemed 
entirely  irrelevant. 

When  the  first  President  Johnson 
acceded,  a  perspicacious  French  observer 
remarked,  "He  has  become  over  here 
what  is  called  a  politician,  which  in  Europe 
corresponds  practically  to  a  demagogue. 
The  American  politician  is  almost  the 
reverse  of  a  statesman." 

Andrew  Johnson  had  his  troubles  with 
a  "radical"  Congress  in  favor  of  a  puni- 
tive policy  toward  the  seceding  states.  He 
was  impeached,  tried,  and  escaped  re- 
moval from  office  by  a  single  vote.  He 
was  discredited  and  rejected  as  a  candi- 
date to  succeed  himself. 

About  the  second  President  Johnson 
[Lyndon]  we  do  not  know.  He  succeeded 
to  the  Presidency  with  more  than  11 
months  to  go  before  the  next  Presidential 
election.  He  is  a  politician,  but  accounted 
skilled.  Whether  the  parallel  is  to  diverge 
from  1868  is  still  in  the  misty  months 
ahead. 


Sacramento  Bee 
Sacramento,  Calif ania 
2-l?-64 


Lincoln  Will  Walk  As 
Giant  Till  Time's  End 

Before  November  22,  1963, 
assassination  for  this  genera- 
tion was  hardly  more  than  a 
word  in  history  which  be- 
longed especially  to  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  story. 

We  could  read  Carl  Sand- 
burg's touching  account  of 
the  Lincoln  tragedy  and  al- 
most hear  Stanton,  his  severe 
face  set  in  even  tighter  lines, 
say  at  Lincoln's  bedside: 
"Now  he  belongs  to  the 
ages."  And  we  could  almost 
reach  out  and  touch  the 
catafalque  upon  which  the 
Lincoln  casket  rested  in  the 
Capitol  rotunda.  And  hear 
the  melancholy  mourning  of 
those  who  passed  in  the  si- 
lence of  the  night  to  say 
goodby  to  this  rare  and 
tragic  man  they  had  come 
so  to  love. 

Then  came  November  22, 
1963.  Again  an  assassin 
struck.  Again  a  casket  rested 
upon  that  same  catafalque. 
Again  thousands  of  the  ob- 
scure passed  under  the 
arches  of  the  great  rotunda 
to  say  a  last  goodby. 

The  98  years  which  sep- 
arated Abraham  Lincoln  and 
John  F.  Kennedy  in  death 
evaporated  much  as  a  wisp 
of  fog  gives  way  to  the 
morning  wind.  Strangely  Lin- 
coln, through  the  death  of 
the  young  and  vital  Kennedy, 
became  less  of  a  figure  of 
history  and  a  man  of  mar- 
row and  blood.  We  could 
understand  better  the  grief 
of  those  who  mourned  him 
almost  a  century  earlier  and 
even  hear  their  teardrops  1 
fall,  for  our  generation  had 
come  to  grieve  for  another. 


Abraham  Lincoln,  whose 
birthday  anniversary  we  ob- 
serve today,  was  an  enigma 
in  life  and  he  remains  an  en-  j 
igma  in  death/There  is  no 
question  about  his  greatness. 
It  is  only  that  the  more  one 
reads  of  Lincoln  the  less  one 
really  knows  him  and  the 
more  he  emerges  as  a  man 
of  destiny. 

He  seemed  to  sense  he 
was  born  to  some  purpose 
and  it  was  the  torment  of 
his  young  life  that  he  could 
not  determine  clearly  thati 
purpose.  He  was  so  modest  I 
that  to  his  death  he  appeared 
perfectly  content  to  walk  be- 
hind any  who  wished  to  walk 
ahead  of  him.  His  trials  were 
Paulian  and  he  shared  that  I 
distinction  of  all  the  truly 
great:  He  was  a  man  unto 
himself,  apart  from  us  but 
yet  a  part  of  us. 

Just  as  today's  generation 
ponders  upon  the  question — 
what  place  in  history  will 
John  Kennedy  hold?  —  Lin- 
coln's generation  speculated 
about  him,  too.  One  pastor, 
for  example,  saw  him  con- 
demned in  history  and  to 
hell  because  he  was  felled, 
of  all  places,  in  that  cockpit 
of  iniquity,  the  theater.  An- 
other saw  greater  hope  for 
the  south' s  punishment  in 
Andrew  Johnson,  and  so 
thought  Lincoln's  death  was 
serving  a  good  purpose.  One, 
however,  spoke  for  all  who 
sensed  the  great  tragedy  and 
the  great  loss,  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  said: 

Four  years  ago,  oh  Illi- 
nois, we  took  from  your 
midst  an  untried  man, 
and   from  among  the 
people.  We  return  him 
to  you  a  mighty  con- 
queror. Not  thine  any 
more,  but  the  nation's; 
not  ours,  but  the  world's. 
And  so  Lincoln  remains, 
almost  a  century  later,  not 
ours  but  the  world's.  And 
whatever  time  and  the  cen- 
turies do  to  man  in  those 
years  beyond  our  ken,  surely 
he  will  walk  as  a  giant 
among  men  always;  for 
where  are  those  who  sang 
clearer  than  he  the  song  of 
man? 


Lincoln,  Kennedy  Seen  Victims  of  Same 
Hatred 


EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

OP 

HON.  TORBERT  H.  MACDONALD 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday,  February  18,  1964 

Mr.  MACDONALD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
would  like  to  call  to  the  attention  of  my 
colleagues  in  the  House  an  article  in  the 
Wakefield  Daily  Item,  entitled  "Lincoln, 
Kennedy  Seen  Victims  of  Same  Hatred." 
This  article  covers  the  highlights  of  a 
Lincoln's  Day  speech  before  the  Wake- 
field, Mass.,  Rotary  Club  by  Attorney 
William  J.  Lee.  Mr.  Lee,  a  close  personal 
friend  of  mine,  is  an  outstanding  citizen 
of  Wakefield,  and  one  of  Massachusetts' 
leading  authorities  on  the  life  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln : 

Lincoln,  Kennedy  Seen  Victims  of  Same 
Hatred 

The  atmosphere  of  hatred  out  of  which 
grew  the  assassination  of  President  John  P. 
Kennedy  was  similar  to,  and  in  fact  a  part 
of,  that  which  led  to  the  killing  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Attorney  William  J.  Lee  told  the 
Rotary  Club  yesterday. 

Mr.  Lee,  one  of  Wakeflelds  leading  author- 
ities on  the  life  of  Lincoln,  briefly  traced  simi- 
larities in  the  conditions  surrounding  the 
two  Presidents. 

Lincoln,  he  found,  was  the  object  of  per- 
haps more  intense  hatred  than  any  other 
American  public  figure.  He  was  vilified, 
maligned,  insulted  and  condemned  in  news- 
papers in  both  the  North  and  the  South, 
with  a  passion  hard  to  duplicate  in  the  his- 
tory of  American  politics. 

Standing  at  the  base  of  this  feeling  against 
him  was  the  issue  of  the  Negro,  then  the 
Negro  slave. 

Slavery  in  Lincoln's  time  was  a  matter  of 
great  economic  significance.  In  1860,  Mr. 
Lee  said,  there  were  4  million  slaves,  worth 
$2  billion.  They  held  a  value  as  chattel, 
like  livestock,  farm  equipment  or  any  other 
possession,  and  were  vital  to  the  burgeoning 
cotton-producing  industry,  he  pointed  out. 

President  Lincoln  was  not  an  abolitionist, 
Mr.  Lee  told  the  group.  Rather  he  did  not 
want  to  see  slavery  expand  into  the  new 
States  and  territories,  and  he  was  realistic 
enough  to  see  that  the  Nation  could  not  live 
forever  half  slave  and  half  free. 

In  Lincoln's  time  there  were  severe  penal- 
ties in  the  legal  codes  of  many  States  against 
teaching  slaves  anything.  Schooling  was 
denied  them,  as  was  the  right  to  religious 
worship.  Educating  a  slave  was  providing 
tinder  for  a  Are  of  rebellion  which  the  slave- 
holder feared,  the  speaker  said. 

Yet  the  slave  actually  was  likely  better  off 
than  the  immigrant  and  native  labor  used 
in  the  North.  Mr.  Lee  portrayed  the  slave  as 
cared  for  fed  and  housed,  with  no  need  for 
money.  In  the  northern  factories,  however, 
men,  women,  and  children  worked  12-  and 
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13-hour  days  6  days  a  week  for  poverty  wages 
and  actually  were  subjected  to  the  employer  s 

W  But  the  northerners  had  freedom  the  right 
to  education  and  the  choice  of  how  they 
would  worship,  Mr.  Lee  said.  These  three 
possessions  put  them  in  a  class  no*  equaled 
by  the  Negro.  And  that,  Mr.  Lee  felt,  made 
all  the  difference. 

In  the  hundred  years  since  Lincoln,  the 
speaker  found  that  the  Negro  lot  has  been 


Does  History  Repeat? 


EXTENSION  OF  REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  M.  G.  (GENE)  SNYDER 

OF  KENTUCKY 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday,  July  23,  1964 

Mr.  SNYDER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  fol- 
lowing observation  fi-om  the  Eldorado 
Success,  Eldorado,  Tex.,  Is  Interesting 
and  while  the  last  paragraph  is  specula- 
tion, I  believe  that  students  of  American 
history  will  be  interested  in  these  facts:  ' 

[Prom  the  Eldorado  (Tex.)  Success,  July  16, 
1964] 

Does  History  Repeat? 
Lincoln  and  Kennedy: 
1.  Both  Presidents  were  concerned  with 
civil  rights. 

1960  Lincoln  was  elected  111  1860.  Kennedy  in 

3.  Both  were  slain  on  Friday  and  in  the 
presence  of  their  wives. 

4.  Their  successors  both  named  Johnson, 
were  southerners,  Democrats,  and  had  served 
in  the  U.S.  Army. 

5.  Andrew  Johnson  was  born  in  1808. 
Lyndon  Johnson  was  born  in  1908. 

>*  6.  John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin  of  Lin- 
coln, was  born  in  1839.  Lee  Harvey  Oswald 
was  born  in  1939. 

7.  Both  Booth  and  Oswald  were  south- 
erners favoring  unpopular  causes. 

8.  Both  slayers  of  Booth  and  Oswald  (Bos- 
tonCpsboth  and  Jack  Ruby)  murdered  the 
tjWassassins  before  their  trials. 

^""9.  Both  Presidents'  wives  lost  children 
through  death  whUe  in  the  White  House. 

10.  Both  Presidents  were  shot  in  the  head. 

11.  Kennedy's  secretary  was  named  Lin- 
coln. Lincoln's  secretary  was  named  Ken- 
nedy. 

(Now,  if  you  want  to  speculate  further, 
it  is  recorded  that  Lincoln's  Vice  President 
served  out  his  term  and  was  not  reelected.) 


Forbes 

August  15,  1964 


TRAGEDY'S  COINCIDENCES 


Going  the  rounds  is  a  compilation  of  astounding  coin- 
cidences between  two  assassinated  Presidents  of  the 
United  States — Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  F.  Kennedy. 
I  don't  know  the  source,  but  the  facts  are  extraordinary. 

Both  President  Lincoln  and  President  Kennedy 
were  concerned  with  the  issue  of  Civil  Rights. 

Lincoln  was  elected  in  1860  and  Kennedy  in  1960. 

Both  Presidents  were  slain  on  a  Friday  and  in 
the  presence  of  their  wives. 

Their  successors,  both  named  Johnson,  were 
Southerners,  Democrats  and  had  previously  served 
in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Andrew  Johnson  was  born  in  1808  and  Lyndon 
B.  Johnson  in  1908. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Harvey  Oswald 


were  both  murdered  before  trials  could  be  ar- 
ranged. 

Booth  and  Oswald  were  Southerners  favoring 
unpopular  ideas. 

Both  Presidents'  wives  lost  children  through 
death  while  residing  in  the  White  House. 

Lincoln's  secretary,  whose  name  was  Kennedy, 
advised  him  not  to  go  to  the  theater. 

President  Kennedy's  secretary,  whose  name  was 
Lincoln,  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Dallas. 

President  Kennedy  was  shot  to  death  in  a  Lin- 
coln made  by  the  Ford  Co. 

Lincoln  was  killed  in  Ford's  Theatre. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  a  theater  box 
and  afterward  ran  to  a  warehouse. 

Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from  a  warehouse  and  ran 
to  a  theater. 
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Forbes,  august  15, 1964 


HISTORICAL  NOTES 

A  Compendium  of 
Curious  Coincidences 

Wherever  collectors  of  odd  facts  con- 
gregate these  days,  the  conversation 
almost  invariably  turns  to  the  uncanny 
parallels  in  the  lives— and  deaths— ot 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  F.  Kenne- 
dy How  ever  it  started,  it  has  added  up 
to  a  compendium  of  curious  coinci- 
dences. Last  week  even  the  G.O.P.  Con- 
gressional Committee  Newsletter,  with 


OSWALD  BOOTH 
Two  assassins,  15  letters  each. 

a  circulation  among  15,000  Republi-  1 
cans,  joined  in  the  game  with  its  own 
list   There  were  no  political  motives 
explained   Newsletter   Editor  Edward 
Neff  "We  just  thought  of  them  as  in- 
teresting." Among  the  fascinating  facts:  i 
Lincoln  was  elected  in  1860,  Ken-  | 
nedy  in  I960.  Both  were  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  civil  rights  struggle.  The 
names  of  each  contain  seven  letters. 
The  wife  of  each  President  lost  a  son 
when  she  was  First  Lady.  Both  Presi- 
dents were  shot  on  a  Friday.  Both  were 
shot  in  the  head,  from  behind,  and  in 
the  presence  of  their  wives.  Both  presi- 
dential assassins  were  shot  to  death  be- 
fore they  could  be  brought  to  trial  The 
names  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Har- 
vey Oswald  each  contain  15  letters.  Lin- 
coln and  Kennedy  were  succeeded  by 
Southerners  named  Johnson.  Tennessee  s 
Andrew  Johnson,  who  followed  Lincoln, 
was  born  in  1808;  Texan  Lyndon  John- 
son was  born  in  1908. 

As  these  coincidences  have  been  cir- 
culated, the  facts  have  been  embellished 
more  than  a  little  to  fit.  Many  of .  the 
lists  have  it  that  Booth  was  born  in  1839 
and  Oswald  in  1939.  Booth,  in  fact 
was  born  in  1838.  Some  accounts  point 
out  that  Lee  Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from 
a  warehouse  and  ran  to  a  theater,  while 
Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  a  theater  and 
ran  to  a  warehouse.  But  Booth  s  refuge, 
where  he  was  killed  twelve  days  after 
shooting  Lincoln,  was  in  fact  a  tobacco- 
curing  barn.  Beyond  this  the  twists  have 
gotten  ridiculous.  It  has  been  noted  that 
Kennedy  was  shot  while  riding  in  a  Lin- 
coln made  by  Ford.  Lincoln  of  course 
was  shot  in  Ford's  Theater.  In  the  end 
there  is  one  fillip  that  has  caused  some 
political  eyebrows  to  swivel:  Andrew 
Johnson,  after  he  filled  out  the  remain- 
der of  Lincoln's  second  term,  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  White  House  by  a  Repub- 
lican whose  last  name  began  with  G. 
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More  Than  Coincidence?^ 


Lincoln-Kennedy  Parallels 


THE  late  President  Kennedy  was  not  long  dead  when  Americans  began  calling  J 
him  their  "martyred  young  President."    Only  one  other  assassinated  U.  S.  I 
President  has  been  called  a  martyr.  J 
This  is  only  one  similarity  in  a  startling  series  of  parallels  between  Abraham  I 
Lincoln  and  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy— noted  anew  by  scholars,  historians  and  I 
political  scientists  on  the  eve  of  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  Atlantic  City  I 
that  will,  pay  tribute  to  President  Kennedy's  memory. 

More  than  5000  books  have  been  published  about  Abraham  Lincoln.  Another  I 
dealing  almost  exclusively  with  the  astonishing  parallels  in  the  Lincoln-Kennedy  I 
careers,  is  being  completed  by  David  S.  Keiser,  of  Elkins  Park.  And  these  same  § 
observers  have  noted  the  strong  similarities  in  the  lives  and  careers  of  the  two  J 
Presidents  Johnson— Lyndon  B.  and  Andrew— who  succeeded  the  slain  Chief  Ex-  f 
ecutives  in  office. 

These  parallels  will  strike  many  as  portentous,  freighted  with  some  dark  mes-  I 
sage  and  meaning  for  mankind,  too  numerous  and  near-exact  to  be  dismissed  as  I 
mere  coincidence.  Others  will  see  in  them  nothing  more  than  another  illustration  I 
of  the  strange  workings  of  human  history. 


Abraham  Lincoln 


John  F.  Kennedy 


I     Met  hls  death  while  deep  in  the  problems  Met  his  death  while  immersed  in  the  great- 

I  of  the  Negro,  the  South,  civil  rights,  and  in  est  civil  rights  conflict  to  engage  the  Nation 

4  binding  the  wounds  of  the  Civil  War.  since  the  Civil  War. 

His  family  originated  in  the  British  Isles  His  family  originated  in  the  British  Isles- 

and    emigrated    to  Ireland  —  and  emi- 


Massachusetts. 

A  relative,  Fred- 
erick Walker  Lin- 
Boston  for  seven 
coin,  was  mayor  of 
terms  beginning  in 
1857. 


grated  to  Massachu- 
setts. 

H  i  s  grandfather, 
John  F.  (Honey  Fitz) 
was  mayor  of  Bos- 
ton five  times  begin- 
ning in  1906. 


Levi  Lincoln,  a  rel-      Robert  Kennedy,  a 
ative,  served  as  brother,  served  him 
U.  S.  Attorney  Gen-  as  Attorney  General, 
eral  under  President 
Thomas  Jefferson. 


j9?BMpiof)  'nag  jo  aguaneip                     sdnoxB  onii^d  -dsno}j  av%  ui  dom%  paaxds 

oiiqndan  •  aq;  puiBgB  iqgu                            suvoixdiuy  3lt  'uvipdoosid^  uy  -tuvxB 

,o  siq  ui  papap  9q  oi  3,uoa    >     1      ^  J                  y  vnpvivddy  aqj  p3xd3u 

i  §uiunauAVJ3A0  ub  unu  A\oqs   -Usn°d    (noudj.     o%     pdddv  ■  *    '      v     i+  v° 

mSlIod  uomido  oqqnd  ur   dpicn   sbixxvo   uvmsx3i%uoxd  '}Bu%  911  *W  tt?  xauuxmr 

an-aanv  tr>  nainnrd  or  atr                        '                          .  +  ftq  %^n0s  dill  UI  SVUdUl 

apaamt  sb  pa.nprd  st^h  ^  .  mdM  mohoo^s  m  <tf  w  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

uod  9U9J9S.-  B  qitAv  aiBpipuBo   'J-ouxdaoB  stduiv]/\[  sv  doiQXds  fixvidxodsxdpufi  sy  -soimod 

se,:)uaui}UTouE  sjq  gmitBMB  ,  Buipuv^no    xd\&     ayouds  xof  spoto/  puv  d\iuxs  diqvtfv 

uosuqor    -jm    'AAud   9jb    9m  U}  pji00gX  im3qn  punos  Sc}ICM  Svi{  '09  ('Jlf  ^\dadsoo^ 

v    pd\xdmoo    svi[    diysnw  -q  minuvx^  'awvu  sj%  ui 

'S  punvxpH  -uds  'Buiuunu  oiBvw  n%icn  xaiftvf  snoiuvf 

dm  ui  di\ouyo3  px%m  y  dxow  \\i)s  v  /o  uos  ar/j; 

h 


9PB9I  AlJEd  0i;BJDOU19Q  pUB 

1BTDOSSB  siq  qotqA\  o;  suorj 
SX9AU0D  9;BAud  asoqj  pUB 
UB9ui9p  aqqnd  .  siq .  uioj^ 
oi;d9D9p  qjadns  b  guroipBid 
aq  'ugrBdutBO  ,  gniuiobq;joj 
[1  :moqB  S9ijjom  joCbut  Xub 
q  uosuqof  }U9prsa jj  puy 
•p9uioC  ,9q 

A\  Ugp^dUlBO  ,  9qj  pUB— S999ld 
9qi  3JB9CIS  S9;BpipUB3  OA\; 

\1  'uanBj  9qv  oi  S9;nqu;  9i[j 
i;jb,  'ABpsinqx  ■paiBuiutou  aq 
av  osib  9JBUI  gutuunj  'srq  pus 
ougpisaaj  aq^  aoj  paiBuiiubu 
1  Itl^  f9T  'ABpsaupaM  uo 
''•uiiojVjBid  A^pBd  aq; 
not;B;uas9Jd  9q;  joj  'Buioq 


Time 

August  21,  1964 


HISTORICAL  NOTES 

A  Compendium  of 
Curious  Coincidences 

Wherever  collectors  of  odd  facts  con- 
gregate these  days,  the  conversation 
almost  invariably  turns  to  the  uncanny 
parallels  in  the  lives — and  deaths — of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  F.  Kenne- 
dy. How  ever  it  started,  it  has  added  up 
to  a  compendium  of  curious  coinci- 
dences. Last  week  even  the  G.O.P.  Con- 
gressional Committee  Newsletter,  with 


OSWALD  BOOTH 
Two  assassins,  75  letters  each. 

a  circulation  among  15,000  Republi- 
cans, joined  in  the  game  with  its  own 
list.  There  were  no  political  motives, 
explained  Newsletter  Editor  Edward 
Neff.  "We  just  thought  of  them  as  in- 
teresting." Among  the  fascinating  facts: 
Lincoln  was  elected  in  1860,  Ken- 
nedy in  1960.  Both  were  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  civil  rights  struggle.  The 
names  of  each  contain  seven  letters. 
The  wife  of  each  President  lost  a  son 
when  she  was  First  Lady.  Both  Presi- 
dents were  shot  on  a  Friday.  Both  were 
shot  in  the  head,  from  behind,  and  in 
the  presence  of  their  wives.  Both  presi-  | 
dential  assassins  were  shot  to  death  be- 
fore they  could  be  brought  to  trial.  The 
names  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Har- 
vey Oswald  each  contain  15  letters.  Lin- 
coln and  Kennedy  were  succeeded  by 
Southerners  named  Johnson.  Tennessee's 
Andrew  Johnson,  who  followed  Lincoln, 
was  born  in  1808;  Texan  Lyndon  John- 
son was  born  in  1908. 

As  these  coincidences  have  been  cir- 
culated, the  facts  have  been  embellished 
more  than  a  little  to  fit.  Many  of  the 
lists  have  it  that  Booth  was  born  in  1839  l 
and  Oswald  in  1939.  Booth,  in  fact, 
was  born  in  1838.  Some  accounts  point 
out  that  Lee  Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from 
a  warehouse  and  ran  to  a  theater,  while 
Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  a  theater  and 
ran  to  a  warehouse.  But  Booth's  refuge, 
where  he  was  killed  twelve  days  after 
shooting  Lincoln,  was  in  fact  a  tobacco- 
curing  barn.  Beyond  this  the  twists  have 
gotten  ridiculous.  It  has  been  noted  that 
Kennedy  was  shot  while  riding  in  a  Lin- 
coln made  by  Ford.  Lincoln  of  course 
was  shot  in  Ford's  Theater.  In  the  end 
there  is  one  fillip  that  has  caused  some 
political  eyebrows  to  swivel:  Andrew 
Johnson,  after  he  filled  out  the  remain- 
der of  Lincoln's  second  term,  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  White  House  by  a  Repub- 
lican whose  last  name  began  with  G. 


The  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
August  23,  1964 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


More  Irian  Coincidence? 

Lincoln-Kennedy  Parallels 

THE  late  President  Kennedy  was  not  long  dead  when  Americans  began  calling 
him  their  '  martyred  young  President."    Only  one  other  assassinated  U.  S. 
President  has  been  called  a  martyr. 
This  is  only  one  similarity  in  a  startling  series  of  parallels  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy — noted  anew  by  scholars,  historians  and 
political  scientists  on  the  eve  of  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  Atlantic  City 
that  will  pay  tribute  to  President  Kennedy's  memory. 

More  than  5000  books  have  been  published  about  Abraham  Lincoln.  Another, 
dealing  almost  exclusively  with  the  astonishing  parallels  in  the  Lincoln-Kennedy 
careers,  is  being  completed  by  David  S.  Keiser,  of  Elkins  Park.  And  these  same 
observers  have  noted  the  strong  similarities  in  the  lives  and  careers  of  the  two 
Presidents  Johnson— Lyndon  B.  and  Andrew— who  succeeded  the  slain  Chief  Ex- 


offic 
These  parallels 


any  as  portentous    fi  ci.chtnd  v.  i' 


of  the  ! 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Met  his  death  while  deep  in  the  probl 
wounds  of  the  Civil  Wa 


John  F.  Kennedy 


In  1846,  he  won  election  to  Congress  from 
Illinois.  Later,  he  ran  unsuccessfully  for  the 

ponent,  Stephen  A.  Douglas 


Republican  l'i  cM'lrnh.d 


Later  he 
Jly— in  1956  a| 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge. 


Ho  took  part  in  a  series  of  debates 
858  that  immensely  aided  his  political  can 
ying  with  a  noted  opponent,  Douglas. 


His  son,  Patrick  Buuvier.  d 
President.  Of  his 


Oswald  was  killed  by  Jack  Ruby,  a  mai 
so  believed  to  be  of  fanatical  mind.  Oswald'i 
o  charges  he  was  part  of  a  plo 


HISTORY  --  WILL  IT  REPEAT  ?? 

mt  Lincoln  and  President  Kennedy  were  concerned  with  the 
f  Civil  Rights. 

elected  in  i860;  Kennedy  in  i960. 

Lain  on  a  Friday  and  in  the  presence  of  their  wives, 
tiot  from  behind  and  in  the  head, 

ssors  were  both  named  Johnson,  were  Southern  Democrats  and 
oth  in  the  Senate. 

son  was  born  in  1808;  Lyndon  Johnson  in  1908. 

donn  inixjLi*.^  Booth  was  born  in  1839;  Lee  harvey  Oswald  in  1939. 

Both  Presidents'  wives  lost  children  through  death  while  in  the  White 
House . 

Lincoln's  secretary*  whose  name  was  Kennedy,  advised  him  not  to  go  to 
the  theatre. 

Kennedy's  secretary,  whose  name  was  Lincoln,  advised  him  not  to  go  to 
Dallas. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  the  theatre  and  ran  to  a  warehouse. 

Lee  Harvey  Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from  a  warehouse  and  ran  to  a  theatre. 

The  names  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each  contain  seven  letters. 

The  names  Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyndon  Johnson  each  contain  13  letters. 

The  names  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  each  contain  15 
letters. 

Booth  and  Oswald  were  both  assasinated  before  going  to  trial. 

Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyndon  Johnson  both  opposed  Civil  Rights  until 
elected  Vice  Presidents. 

Andrew  Johnson  completed  Lincoln's  term  of  office  and  was  succeeded 
by  a  Republican,  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 

Lyndon  Johnson  will  complete  Kennedy's  term  of  office  and  will  be 
succeeded  by  a  Republican,  Barry  M.  Goldwater. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater's  last  names  begin  with  a  "G". 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  had  four  children. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  Generals. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  nominated  on  the  first  ballot. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  opposed  by  Liberal  Republicans. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater's  Vice  Presidential  candidates  came  from 


Chicago  Tribune 
February  6,  1965 


^Prelude  to  Lincoln's  Birthday 

WITH  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  birthday  just  around  the 
corner,  now  is  the  Saturday  to  let  Ralph  Newman,  our 
Civil  War  authority,  get  in  his  word  or  two  about  this  busi- 
ness of  making  the  assassinated  Presidents,  Lincoln  and  John 
F.  Kennedy,  seem  like  twins.  Newman  grumbles,  for  in- 
stance, about  Harry  Golden,  editor  of  the  Carolina  Israelite, 
who  writes:  "Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  assassinated 
on  Friday  in  the  presence  of  their  wives.  Each  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  Johnson,  Andrew  and  Lyndon  B.  .  .  .  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  Lincoln's  assassin,  was  born  in  1839.  Lee 
Oswald,  Kennedy's  assassin,  was  born  in  1939  .  .  .  Lincoln's 
secretary,  named  Kennedy,  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Ford's 
Theater;  Kennedy's  secretary,  named  Lincoln,  advised  him 
not  to  go  to  Dallas,  Texas." 

Golden's  heckler,  named  Newman,  advises  Harry: 
"Nuts!  John  Wilkes  Booth  was  born  in  1838.  Lincoln  never 
had  a  secretary  named  Kennedy;  the  only  known  Kennedy 
in  his  life  was  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  the  New 
York  Metropolitan  police  who  helped  escort  him  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Baltimore  for  his  inauguration  in  1861  four  years 
before  the  assassination.  President  Kennedy  did  have  a  sec- 
retary named  Evelyn  Lincoln,  but  she  was  a  typist-secretary 
rather  than  an  executive  secretary,  and  was  in  no  position 
to  tell  him  where  and  when  to  go  some  place. 

"Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  served  during  a  Civil  War, 
except  Kennedy.  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  came  from 
Massachusetts,  except  Lincoln.  And  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
had  another  thing  in  common;  neither  of  them  ever  rode  a 
bicycle  down  the  White  House  stairs." 


HISTORY  --  WILL  IT  REPEAT  ?? 

Both  President  Lincoln  and  President  Kennedy  were  concerned  with  the 
issue  of  Civil  Rights. 

Lincoln  was  elected  in  i860;  Kennedy  in  I960, 

Both  were  slain  on  a  Friday  and  in  the  presence  of  their  wives. 
Both  were  shot  from  behind  and  in  the  head. 

Their  successors  were  both  named  Johnson,  were  Southern  Democrats  and 
were  both  in  the  Senate. 

Andrew  Johnson  was  born  in  1808;  Lyndon  Johnson  in  1908. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  was  born  in  1 839 ;  Lee  harvey  Oswald  in  1939. 

Both  Presidents'  wives  lost  children  through  death  while  in  the  White 
House . 

Lincoln's  secretary,  whose  name  was  Kennedy,  advised  him  not  to  go  to 
the  theatre. 

Kennedy's  secretary,  whose  name  was  Lincoln,  advised  him  not  to  go  to 
Dallas. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  the  theatre  and  ran  to  a  warehouse. 

Lee  Harvey  Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from  a  warehouse  and  ran  to  a  theatre. 

The  names  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each  contain  seven  letters. 

The  names  Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyndon  Johnson  each  contain  13  letters. 

The  names  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  each  contain  15 
letters. 

Booth  and  Oswald  were  both  assasinated  before  going  to  trial. 

Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyndon  Johnson  both  opposed  Civil  Rights  until 
elected  Vice  Presidents. 

Andrew  Johnson  completed  Lincoln's  term  of  office  and  was  succeeded 
by  a  Republican,  Ulysses  S.  Grant. 

Lyndon  Johnson  will  complete  Kennedy's  term  of  office  and  will  be 
succeeded  by  a  Republican,  Barry  M.  Goldwater. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater's  last  names  begin  with  a  "G". 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  had  four  children. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  Generals. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  nominated  on  the  first  ballot. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater  were  opposed  by  Liberal  Republicans. 

Both  Grant  and  Goldwater's  Vice  Presidential  candidates  came  from 
New  York. 

HISTORY  --  WILL  IT  REPEAT  ??  IT  CAN  -  BUT  IT'S  UP  TO  YOU  I  I 

If  you  want  the  Goldwater  -  Miller  ticket  to  carry  your  town  then  come 

GOLDWATER  HEADQUARTERS 
AMERICA  CAN  NOT  WAIT  -  -  68 'S  TOO  LATE  III 

GOLDWATER  -  MILLER 

NASSAU  CO.  CHAPTER 

Campaign  Headquarters 
241  Old  Country  Road 
Carle  Place,  New  York 
516-742-7090 

""""  * 


WHY  GOLDWATER  FOR  PRESIDENT? 


BECAUSE        Americans  are  concerned  with  our  national  security  as  well  as  such  other 
issues  as  FORCED  BUSING  of  children  and  the  preservation  of  our 
NEIGHBORHOOD  SCHOOL  concept. 

BECAUSE        Barry  Goldwater  is  in  favor  of  EQUAL  RIGHTS  FOR  ALL  and  is  totally 

opposed  to  "INVERSE  DISCRIMINATION"  which  favors  one  Minority  Group 
over  the  rest  of  society,  particularly  in  the  areas  of  Education  and 
Employment. 

BECAUSE        Barry  Goldwater  favors  a  SOUND  SOCIAL  SECURITY  SYSTEM  and  he 

wants  to  see  it  strengthened  with  every  participant  getting  all  the  benefits 
from  that  system  paid  in  real  purchasing  power  -  not  inflated  dollars. 

BECAUSE        Barry  Goldwater  favors  a  firm,  ANTI- COMMUNIST  Foreign  Policy  as  the 
only  way  to  prevent  armed  aggression.  The  Democratic  Foreign  Policy  of 
appeasement  resulted  in  the  MUNICH  TYPE  AGREEMENTS  such  as  Yalta 
and  Laos  -  with  disasterous  consequences  to  World  Peace.  It  has  tol- 
erated the  "Berlin  Wall  of  Shame"  and  the  presence  of  Communism  in 
Cuba,  along  with  a  continuous  floundering  policy  in  Viet  Nam. 

BECAUSE        Barry  Goldwater  favors  giving  Foreign  Aid  ONLY  TO  FRIENDLY  ANTI- 
COMMUNIST  Nations  that  are  willing  to  join  us  in  the  struggle  for  freedom. 

BECAUSE        Barry  Goldwater  has  shown  that  he  will  stand  behind  courageous  Public 
Officials  who  are  willing  to  STOP  VIOLENCE  IN  THE  STREETS  when  he 
said,  "History  shows  us  .  .  .  That  nothing  .  .  .  Prepares  the  way  for 
tyranny  more  than  the  failure  of  public  officials  to  keep  the  streets  safe 
from  Bullies  and  Marauders." 


IN  YOUR  HEART  YOU  KNOW  HE'S  RIGHT 

vote  «or  GOLDWATER— MILLER 


METROPOLITAN  AREA  GOLDWATER  COUNTY  COMMITTEES 


NEW  YORK:  QUEENS: 

Paul  Windels  C.  Park  Masterson 

420  Lexington  Ave.  28-02  Ditmars  Blvd. 

N.Y.  a/c  212  -  MU  9-1022  LI.  City,  N.Y.  a/c  212  CI  5-8170 


BRONX: 

Charles  Bailey 
2171  Starling  Ave. 
N.Y.  a/c  212  -  597-3490 


NASSAU: 

Vincent  Walsh 
241  Old  Country  Rd. 
Carle  Place,  N.Y.  a/c  516  -  742-; 


KINGS:  RICHMOND:  SUFFOLK: 

Vincent  DeCain  Albert  Midboe  David  Harper 

136  Hicks  Street  42  New  Dorp  Plaza  1158  Jerico  Turnpike 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.  a/c  212-MA  4-5343  Staten Island,  N.Y.  a/c  212- YU  7-5677  Commack,  N.Y.  a/c  516- FO  8-4125 


WESTCHESTER: 

Herman  Bates 
78  Holbrook  Lane 
Manor,  N.Y.  a/c  212-0X5 
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Two  Great  Men  Died 
Four  Score  Years  Apart 


In  Lincoln's  Case,  Just  100  Years 
Ago,  the  Assassin  Was  One  of  a 
Fantastic  Band  of  Plotters 


By  Marshall  Andrews 

Military  analyst  and  historian 

ONE  MINUTE  Ford's  Theater  rocked 
with  delighted  laughter.  The  next 
it  was  filled  with  puzzled  and  anxious 
silence.  Then  the  roar  of  a  frightened 
mob  drowned  the  stillness  and  men 
fought  for  the  exits,  strained  to  reach 
the  stage  or  stood  and  stared  in  dis- 
belief at  the  gaily  decorated  box  on 
their  right. 

Something  had  happened.  Some  said 
the  President  had  been  shot.  Some 
thought  of  fire.  On  the  stage,  actors 
milled  about,  pale  under  their  grease 
:  paint,  their  lines  forgotten  and  their 
tinsel  strangely  at  odds  with  the  sense 
of  tragedy  that  filled  the  place. 

What  was  wrong?  Enthralled  by  the 
play  "Our  American  Cousin,"  the  audi- 
ence had  laughed  its  way  to  the  third 
act  and  just  now  had  been  convulsed 
by  the  witticisms,  remarkably  unfunny 
to  modern  ears,  of  the  bumpkin  Asa 
Trenchard.  Alone  on  the  set,  he  was 
retorting  in  stage  Yankee  dialect  to 
a  slur  on  his  manners: 

"Wal,  I  guess  I  know  enough  to  turn 
you  inside  out,  old  gal  — you  sock- 
jdologizing  old  mantrap." 

At  that  moment  there  was  a  "pop" 
in  the  presidential  box,  low  or  loud, 
depending  upon  who  remembered  it 
I  afterward.  A  wisp  of  smoke  drifted  out 
toward  the  crowd.  Then  a  man  leaped 
jover  the  box  railing,  fell  asprawl  on 
|the  stage,  got  to  his  feet  again.  He 
turned  toward  the  audience  and  waved 
something;  his  mouth  opened  and  he 
shouted.  Then  he  was  gone. 


A  Theater  Party 

PRESIDENT  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
enjoyed  the  theater.  Back  from  con- 
quered Richmond,  the  grievous  war 
that  had  filled  his  first  term  all  but 
over,  he  was  home  again  "to  bind  up 
the  Nation's  wounds."  Mrs.  Lincoln 
had  taken  a  box  at  Ford's  for  the  night 
of  Good  Friday,  April  14,  1865. 


Lt.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  was  to  be  their 
guest  but  was  dissuaded  by  Secretary 
of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton  and  had  left 
that  afternoon  for  New  Jersey.  In  his 
place  went  a  young  couple,  Maj.  Henry 
R.  Rathbone  and  his  fiancee,  Clara 
Harris. 

Lincoln  was  not  overly  anxious  to 
attend  the  theater  that  night.  Perhaps 
he  had  a  premonition.  Many  of  his  as- 
sociates remembered  that  he  did;  that 
he  spoke  several  times  of  assassination 
and  that  he  was  somber  and  preoc- 
cupied. Nevertheless,  he  got  in  his  car- 
riage with  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  their 
guests  and  they  clattered  down  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue  to  E  Street,  then  left 
on  Tenth  Street  to  the  theater. 

Inside,  the  orchestra  played  "Hail 
to  the  Chief,"  the  play  stopped  while 
the  crowd  cheered  and  the  President's 
oarty  sat  down.  Lincoln  took  a  high- 
jacked rocking  chair,  Mrs.  Lincoln  was 
*t  his  right  and  their  young  guests 
.vere  on  a  sofa  at  the  rear. 

Outside  the  box  was  John  F.  Parker, 
a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
detailed  to  guard  the  President.  A  less 
likely  choice  for  bodyguard  hardly 
could  have  been  made. 

Parker  had  been  in  trouble  many 
times:  ,for  sleeping  on  duty,  for  dis- 
orderly conduct,  for  drunkenness,  for 
firing(  his  revolver  into  a  street.  But 
there  he  was  guarding  the  President 
and,  unfortunately,  running  true  to 
form. 

Unable  to  see  the  play  from  out- 
ide  the  box,  Parker  first  moved  into 
an  unoccupied  seat.  Then,  overcome 
by  ennui  or  thirst,  or  both,  he  repaired 
to  a  saloon  next  door  and  was  there, 
convivially  bending  an  elbow,  when 
the  shot  it  was  his  duty  to  prevent 
changed  the  history  of  a  nation. 


i  Handsome  Intruder 

)ESPITE  HIS  earlier  depression,  the 
President  was  enjoying  himself, 
ihe  play  was  into  its  third  act  when 
the  door  to  the  box  opened  and  a  man 
walked  in  unnoticed.  He  was  a  hand- 
some man  of  slender  build  with  a 
shock  of  black  hair,  a  black  mustache, 
a  pallid  face  and  large,  smoldering 
eyes. 

His  right  hand  held  a  small  pistol 
and  a  knife  glistened  in  his  left.  He 
raised  his  right  hand,  pointed  it  at  the 
back  of  the  President's  head  and 
pulled  the  trigger. 

.  At  the  sound  of  the  shot,  Maj.  Rath- 
bone  turned  and  saw  Lincoln  leaning 
back  in  his  chair,  just  as  Rathbone 
had  last  seen  him,  but  his  eyes  were 
closed.  Then  the  young  officer  spied 
the  man,  saw  him  lift  an  arm  and 
heard  him  cry  what  sounded  like 
"Freedom!" 

Miss  Harris  was  frozen  with  terror; 
Mrs.  Lincoln  was  momentarily  uncom- 
prehending. But  Rathbone  leaped  to 
his  feet,  seized  the  man  and  was  badly 
slashed  on  his  upper  left  arm. 

The  man  tore  loose,  mounted  the 
box  railing  and  jumped  the  ten  feet 
to  the  stage,  Rathbone  still  clutching 
at  his  clothes.  Somehow  the  man 
.  tripped  and  fell,  but  he  got  up  at 
ence,  turned  to  the  audience  and 
shouted  what  seemed  to  be  "Sic  Semper 
Tyrannis,"  the  motto  of  Virginia.  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  roused  from  her  daze,  ran  to 
the  edge  of  the  box,  thinking  that  her 
husband  had  fallen  over. 

Maj.  Rathbone,  bleeding  profusely 
from  his  wound,  leaned  over  the  Presi- 
dent and  saw  no  injury  but  sensed  that 
he  was  badly  hurt.  He  then  ran  out- 
side the  box  seeking  help  and  found 
the  door  to  the  narrow  passage  be- 
hind it  barred.  With  some  difficultly 
he  removed  the  bar,  the  door  flew 
open  and  in  rushed  a  wildly  excited 
crowd,  some  of  them  crying  that  they 
were  doctors. 
I  The  young  Major  restored  some 
semblance  of  order  and  had  the 
President  carried  across  Tenth  Street 
to  William  Peterson's  rooming  house. 
There  Lincoln  died  at  7:22  the  next 
morning  while,  in  the  front  hall,  Rath- 
bone was  in  a  faint  from  loss  of  blood. 

A  surfeit  of  physicians,  after  many 
minutes  of  meddlesome  and  highly 
septic  probing,  agreed  on  the  physical 
aspects  of  the  case: 


"The  course  of  the  ball  was  omiqueiy 
forward  toward  the  right  eye,  cross- 
ing the  brain  in  an  oblique  manner 
and  lodging  a  few  inches  behind  that 
eye.  In  the  track  of  the  wound  were 
found  fragments  of  bone  which  had 
been  driven  forward  by  the  ball,  which  j 
was  imbedded  in  the  anterior  lobe  of 
the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain." 

In  the  overcrowded  chamber,  Sec- 
retary Stanton  had  peremptorily  or- 
dered the  distraught  Mrs.  Lincoln's  re- 
moval: "Take  that  woman  out  of 
here!"  So  she  was  not  by  her  husband's 
side  when  life  left  him,  but  Stanton 
was.  And  he  looked  down  at  the  man 
he  had  so  often  reviled  and  ridiculed 
and  beset  with  difficulties,  and  uttered 
his  one  phrase  still  remembered. 

"Now,"  Stanton  said,  "he  belongs  to 
the  ages." 

A  Second  Assassin 

AT  ABOUT  the  time  the  President 
was  shot,  a  second  tragedy  was  in 
the  making  in  another  part  of  the  city 
where  Secretary  of  State  William  H. 
Seward  lay  bedridden  in  his  home  on 
the  east  side  of  Lafayette  Square,  his 
jaw  badly  fractured  in  a  fall  from  his 
carriage. 

There  was  a  knock  at  the  door  and 
William  Bell,  Negro  houseman,  opened 
it  to  find  a  young,  somewhat  disheveled 
giant  standing  there  with  a  parcel  that 
he  said  was  from  Seward's  doctor.  The 
young  man  rushed  past  the  protesting 
Bell  and  up  the  stairs  to  the  sickroom. 

At  the  door,  he  encountered  Fred- 
erick Seward,  the  Secretary's  son,  and 
beat  him  unconscious  with  a  pistol 
butt.  Inside  the  room  were  two  soldier 
nurses  and  Seward's  daughter.  The 
giant  cut  down  one  soldier  with  a 
knife,  knocked  the  other  unconscious 
and  fell  across  the  injured  man  on  the 
bed,  slashing  at  his  throat.  His  knife 
was  deflected  by  a  metal  appliance 
holding  Seward's  jaw  in  place  and  the 
struggling  pair  rolled  off  the  bed  onto 
the  floor. 

One  of  the  soldiers  revived  then  and 
tore  the  assassin  away  from  his  victim. 
While  they  struggled  in  the  dim  light, 
Maj.  Augustus  Seward,  another  son, 
attracted  by  the  clamor,  rushed  into 
the  room  and  thought  he  saw  one  of 
the  guards  attacking  his  father. 

He  seized  the  larger  of  the  two  men 
and  was  promptly  slashed  about  the 
head  and  face.  The  mysterious  attacker 
turned,  shouted  "I  am  mad!"  and  I 
dashed  from  the  house,  followed  by 
Bell,  who  saw  him  mount  a  horse  and 
ride  slowly  out  Vermont  Avenue  while 
the  servant  called  for  help. 

Also  at  about  the  same  time,  an 
abortive  attempt  on  the  life  of  Vice  I 
President  Andrew  Johnson  was  made 
at    the    Kirkwood    Hotel,    Johnson's  j 
Washington   quarters.   Nobody  knew 
about  this  until  later;  the  would-be 
assassin  lost  his  nerve,  went  to  the 
hotel  bar  to  restore  it  but  only  sue-  | 
ceeded    in    getting    himself  drunk 
enough  to  ride  wildly  about  the  city 
the  rest  of  the  night. 


The  Plotters 

WHAT  HAD  HAPPENED  was  the 
work  of  the  most  fantastic  lot 
of  conspirators  ever  to  hatch  a  mis- 
guided plot.  The  President's,  assassin 
was  quickly  identifed  as  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  a  mediocre  actor  given  to  ex- 
travagant histrionics,  good  whisky,  bad 
women  and  high  fantasy.  The  giant 
who  attacked  Seward  turned  out  to 
be  one  Lewis  Powell  (or  Payne),  a 
dim-witted  Confederate  deserter  who 
had  developed  a  doglike  devotion  to 
Booth.  Vice  President  Johnson's  de- 
faulting assailant  was  George  A.  At- 
zerodt,  a  misshapen  and  shiftless  coach- 
maker  from  Port  Tobacco,  Md. 

Others  were  drawn  into  the  affair 
before  it  ended,  some  innocent,  some 
not,  but  in  the  trauma  of  the  moment, 
all  of  them  suffered. 

There  was  young  David  E.  Herold, 
an  unpromising  lad  who  liked  to  hang 
around  livery  stables.  There  was  Mary 
E.  Surratt,  a  widow  at  whose  H  Street 
boarding  house  Booth  often  met  his 
fellow  conspirators.  Another  was  Ed- 
ward Spangler,  a  scene  shifter  at  Ford's 
and  a  drunkard  whose  only  prior  claim 
to  fame  was  his  record  catch  of  crabs 
in  the  Potomac. 

Samuel  Arnold  was  a  part-time  farm- 
hand from  Hookstown,  Md.,  and 
Michael  O'Laughlin,  another  Con- 
federate deserter,  worked  at  odd  jobs 
in  Baltimore.  Finally  there  was  Dr. 
Samuel  Mudd  of  Southern  Maryland, 
who  had  no  part  in  the  plot  whatever. 

In  fact,  no  evidence  ever  connected 
any  of  the  conspirators  directly  with 
the  assassination  except  Booth,  At- 
zerodt,  Powell  and  Herold.  Some  of 
the  others  were  aware  of  a  wild  scheme 
of  Booth's  to  kidnap  the  President  and 
hold  him  hostage  for  the  exchange  of 
Confederate  prisoners.  But  Booth's 
decision  to  kill  the  President  had  been 
reached  only  that  morning  when  he 
learned  that  Lincoln  would  be  at  the 
evening  performance. 

During  the  day,  Booth  had  arranged 
a  bar  across  the  door  to  the  passage 
behind  the  presidential  box,  ready 
to  drop  into  place.  He  had  also  bored 
a  gimlet  hole  in  the  box  door  through 
which  he  could  survey  the  inside  be- 
fore breaking  in.  On  top  of  all  that, 
he  had  managed  to  consume  an  inordi- 
nate amount  of  whisky;  so  much,  in- 
deed, that  even  those  acquainted  with 
his  capacity  remarked  on  it. 

All  of  those  involved,  except  Booth, 
were  tried  by  a  military  commission, 
and  Mrs.  Surratt,  Powell,  Atzerodt 
and  Herold  were  hanged.  Dr.  Mudd, 
Spangler,  O'Laughlin  and  Arnold  got 
long  prison  terms.  No  connection  be- 
tween Booth's  activities  and  the  Con- 
federate government  ever  was  estab- 
lished despite  the  most  vigorous  and 
persistent  efforts  of  Secretary  Stanton. 


The  Fugitives 

IN  HIS  FALL  from  the  President's 
box  to  the  stage,  Booth  broke  a 
bone  in  his  left  leg  just  above  the 
ankle.  Paying  it  no  attention,  he  ran 
out  the  stage  door  and  mounted  his 
horse,  galloped  to  the  Navy  Yard 
bridge,  wheedled  his  way  past  the 
guard  and  rode  into  Maryland.  A  short 
time  later,  Herold  got  out  of  Wash- 
ington the  same  way  and  joined  Booth 
on  the  road. 

After  stopping  to  have  Dr.  Mudd, 
whom  he  once  had  casually  met,  at- 
tend to  his  leg,  Booth  rode  on  toward 
Virginia  with  Herold  at  his  side.  Hotly 
pursued  by  an  assortment  of  troops, 
detectives  and  citizens,  all  hungry  for 
the  fat  rewards,  Booth  and  Herold 
survived  for  12  days,  the  last  two  on 
foot. 

On  April  24,  with  Booth  limping  along 
on  a  crutch,  they  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock River  near  Port  Royal,  Va., 
aided  by  a  party  of  paroled  Confederate 
soldiers  whom  they  convinced  that 
they  were  fellow  parolees.  Two  days 
later,  they  reached  the  farm  of  William 
Garrett  on  the  road  to  Bowling  Green 
and  got  reluctant  permission  to  sleep 
in  his  barn. 

Proud  of  Booth's  exploit,  they  were 
puzzled  and  hurt  that  the  people  of 
Virginia  regarded  them  with  horror 
and  repugnance  instead  of  hailing 
them  as  heroes  and  deliverers. 

At  Bowling  Green,  a  cavalry  detach- 
ment headed  by  Col.  Everton  J.  Con- 
ger found  one  of  the  Confederates 
who  had  left  Booth  and  Herold  at  Gar- 
rett's farm  and  was  directed  there  the 
night  of  April  26.  The  fugitives  were 
cornered.  Herold  surrendered  but 
Booth  elected  to  fight  it  out  and  Con- 
ger, hoping  to  take  him  alive,  ordered 
the  barn  burned  to  drive  him  out. 

With  Conger's  detachment  was  an- 
other of  the  weird  characters  who 
thread  themselves  in  and  out  of  this 
tragic  episode.  He  was  Sgt.  Boston 
Corbett,  a  hatmaker  who  had  enlisted 
early  in  the  war  and  served  with  some 
distinction.  But  Corbett  had  a  strange 
religious  streak  in  him,  an  urge  to 
1  hortatory  evangelism  which  often 
proved  a  trial  to  his  comrades.  God 
sometimes  spoke  to  him  and  showed 
him  the  right  way;  years  before,  stirred 
by  the  sight  of  a  pretty  woman,  he 
had  emasculated  himself. 

Now  Corbett  peered  through  a  crack 
in  the  burning  barn  and  saw  Booth 
standing  there  in  the  hay,  outlined 
against  the  flames.  God  told  the  Ser- 
geant what  to  do,  and  Corbett  thrust 
1     his  carbine  through  the  crack,  shot 
]     Booth  down  and  forever  closed  one 
I     door  to  the  facts  of  the  mystery. 


Springfield  Dun 
Springfield,  Illinois 
May  2,  1965 


EDITORIAL 

A  century  ago,  the  funeral  train  of  martyred 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  was  in  Chicago 
and  the  metropolis  of  Northeastern  Illinois 
was  the  focal  point  for  thousands  of  persons 
to  file  pass  the  bier  of  the  man  who  had  led  the 
nation  through  the  horrendous  Civil  war 
years.  The  Lincoln  funeral  train  was  nearing 
the  end  of  its  destination-  Springfield,  his 
home  town. 

This  weekend,  the  eyes  of  the  nation  and 
much  of  the  civilized  world  are  on  Springfield 
where  the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  burial  will 
be  conducted.  It  is  the  finale  of  a  series  of 
commemorative  programs. 

From  the  time  the  first  word  of  Lincoln's 
assassination  reached  this  city  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  15,  1865,  almost  until  the  hour  of 
the  funeral,  there  was  dissension  among  the 
populace.  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  forced,  through 
i     circumstances ,  to  telegraph  demands  that  her 
I     husband's  body  be  entombed  in  Oak  Ridge 
j     cemetery-  the  so-called  "quiet  place"  se- 
lected for  his  burial. 

Springfield  had  a  population  of  about  12,000 
at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  funeral.  The  occasion 
attracted  thousands  of  persons  from  other 
areas.  Their  pilgrimage  instituted  the  many 
that  have  followed,  almost  daily,  since  the 
present  Lincoln  Tomb  was  completed.  The 
shrine  of  Lincoln-  the  common  man  as  he  is 
so  well  recalled-  has  become  a  place  where 
folks  come  to  meditate,  to  think,  to  evolve 
their  views.  It  is  known  throughout  these 
United  States  and  internationally. 

The  centennial  program,  arranged  by  stu- 
dents and  persons  well  acquainted  with  the 
Lincoln  background  and  history,  is  in  the 
proper  focus.  It  is  solemn.  It  is  of  the  nature 
it  should  be  to  bring  back  to  the  minds  of  men 
the  views   of  the   "Great  Emancipator.' » 

While  there  can  be  no  direct  connection 
due  to  circumstances  and  time,  millions  of 
persons  viewed  scenes  reminiscent  of  the  Lin- 
coln funeral  and  burial  in  the  occasion  of  the 
assassination  of  President  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy.  The  solemnity  of  the  Kennedy  rites, 
which  were  thoroughly  covered  by  news  media 
and  television,  provide  an  idea  of  what  the 
Lincoln  rites  were  like-  albeit  conditions  in 
1865  were  far  different  from  the  present. 


There  was  no  question  where  President 
Kennedy's  remains  would  be  buried  as  there 
.  was  in  the  case  of  Lincoln,  but  many  of  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  death  of  the 
two  men  were  similar.  The  ceremonies  were 
in  charge  of  the  army.  There  were  periods 
of  time  when  the  public  was  permitted  to  pay 

|  its  last  respects  to  the  President.  The  funeral 
services  were  open  to  the  public.  History  re- 
cords many  other  similarities. 

This  weekend  in  Springfield  will  be  one  of 

j  solemn  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who 
was  loved  and  respected  by  all  and  who  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  world's  greatest  leg- 

I  ends.  The  outpouring  of  the  world's  greatest 
Lincoln  scholars,  historians  and  statesmen 
who  will  sojourn  here  during  the  coming  days 
is,  in  itself,  a  tribute.  We  in  Springfield  must 

1  exemplify  the  theories  of  Lincoln.  May  he  rest 
in  peace-  forever. 


The  Evening  Bulletin 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
February  12,  1966 


Two  Presidents  Compared 


The  Mystery  of  Lincoln 


By  DR.  HERMAN  BLUM 

The  horror  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Kennedy  is 
still  gripping  our  hearts.  We 
have  renamed  streets,  air- 
ports, missile  bases  and  cul- 
tural centers  to  honor  Kenne- 
dy. It  is  understandable  that 
Americans  would  want  to  pay 
their  respects  to  a  President 
whose  youth,  energy,  imagina- 
tion and  courage  inspired  and 
stimulated  their  lives. 

However,  it  is  well  to  bear 
in  mind  that  time  must  elapse 
before  historians  can  differen- 
tiate between  hero  worship 
and  objectivity  in  evaluating 

■  the  career  of  John  F.  Kennedy. 
That  element  of  time  has  al- 
ready been  applied  to  the  ap- 
praisal of  Abraham  Lincoln  — 
more  than  100  years  of  it.  Time 
alone  will  give  us  the  perspec- 
tive for  dispassionate  compari- 
sons of  the  two  men. 

,      Much  has  been  written  about 
/  ,  what   has   been   called  the 
1  \  "deadly  parallels"  of  the  two 
assassinations  —  both  taking 
place  on  a  Friday  —  both  vic- 

;  tims  succeeded  by  a  Southern- 
er named  Johnson — both  as- 

.   sassins  escaping  a  court  trial 

-  and  being  killed  by  unauthor- 

-  ized  executioners.  Obviously 
•  such  parallels  are  meaningless. 

'  Secure  in  History 

)      Lincoln's  place  in  history  is 
.   secure  and  supreme.  Lincoln 
is  not  a  type— he  stands  alone 
"  — no  ancestors,  no  successors. 
The   tragedy  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  John  F.  Kennedy 
'  is  also   the  tragedy   of  the 
.  United  States,  because  these 
[  two   presidents  could  never 
_   complete  their  work  to  behold 
k,  the  vindication  of  their  ideals. 
If  Lincoln  had  not  been  as- 
sassinated,  then   the  whole 
course  of  American  history 
might  have  been  altered.  If  the 
indignities  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion  era,  the  cynicism  of  the 
I  carpetbagger  and  the  senseless 
.   campaign  of  revenge  and  hu- 
miliation could  have  been  pre- 
vented, perhaps  some  of  our 
i   most  disturbing  problems  to-' 
,   day  could  have  found  a  satis- 
factory solution  a  long  time| 
ago. 


The  author  of  this  article 
is  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  and  Mu- 
seum Commission  and  vice 
president  of  the  Lincoln 
Civil  War  Society  'of  Phila- 
delphia. 


1      On  the  other  hand,  Kennedy 
;   started  a  bold  new  line  in  our 
t  international  relations,  but  was 
prevented  by  a  killer  from  see- 
ing the  result  of  his  new  ap- 
proach. He  believed  that  World 
|    WarTII  could  be  prevented. 

While  he  was  not  reluctant  to 
1  take  the  risk  of  war  if  it  was 
i  necessary,  such  as  over  Ber- 
;  lin  and  Cuba,  he  still  felt  that 
.  by  mutual  respect,  under- 
,  standing  and  good  will  the  two 
great  antagonists  —the  United 
5  States  and  the  Soviet  Union— 
i  could  come  to  terms  by  which 
s  a  nuclear  holocaust  could  be 
I  avoided. 

i   Looked  Into  Future 

The  distant  future  into  which 
I   Lincoln  looked  is  here  and  our 
-   civil  rights  law  reflects  Lin- 
coln's faith  in  democracy  to 
crush  bigotry  and  discrimina- 
'  tion. 

Will  the  grief  that  has  lov- 
ingly brought  into  being  the 
heroic    stature  of  our  latest 
martyred  president  keep  Ken- 
nedy enshrined  in  the  hearts 
of  the  American  people  for 
more  than  100  years  as  it  has 
that  of  Abraham  Lincoln? 
If  fate  had  allowed  Kennedy 
.   to  complete  his  labors,  would 
.    his    historical  contributions 
l   compare    with  those  of  Lin-  j 
coin? 

Did  the  difference  in  the 
backgrounds  of  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy  influence  their  ca- 
reers? If  so,  how? 

Kennedy  was  the  son  of  a 
shrewd  trader,  politician  and 
diplomat  of  wealth.  He  was 
educated  in  a  private  school, 
graduated  from  Harvard,  and 
his  record  of  service  in  the  war 
was  an  honorable  one.  He  was 


an  alert  congressman,  and  a 
conspicuous  senator  before 
he  ran  unsuccessfully  for  Vice 
President  in  1956.  Young, 
handsome,  he  was  a  tireless 
campaigner.  He  was  a  master  j 
of  television  exposure,  quick- 
witted and  effective  in  de- 
bate. He  spared  neither  effort 
nor  expense  to  win  the  nomi-  I 
nation  of  his  party  and  subse-  | 

quently  the  close  election  to 
the  Presidency. 

Humble  Origins 

Lincoln  was  born  in  a  log 
cabin,  on  a  site  known  as  j 
"Sinking  Spring  Farm,"  deepj 
in  the  wilderness  of  Kentucky,  j 

Did  he  have  a  college  de- 
gree? He  did,  if  you  can  call  a 
year's  schooling  and  walking 
miles  to  borrow  books  and 
reading  them  stretched  out  on 
the  dirt  floor  in  front  of  the 
fireplace,  a  college  education. 

When  this  tall,  bony  man  ar- 
rived in  Illinois  in  1831,  he  was 
friendless,  penniless,  power- 
less, ragged  and  alone,  strug- 
gling for  the  bare  necessities 
of  life. 

When  the  time  came  for  j 
Lincoln  to  make  his  bid  for  [ 
the  presidency,  did  he  have 
the  millions  they  say  is  re- 
quired to  get  into  a  presiden- 
tial primary  and  additional 
millions  to  get  elected  after  j 
you  win  the  nomination?  No,  ! 
indeed. 

What  experience  did  he 
have?  He  served  his  appren-  j 
ticeship  in  local  politics,  as  a 
village  postmaster,  a  state  as- 
semblyman and  a  one-term 
congressman. 

In  the  1960  campaign  for 
the  Presidency,  each  and 
every  candidate  had  already 
been  either  a  Vice  President,  a 
senator,  a  Cabinet  officer,  a 
governor  or  an  ambassador. 

So,  how  do  you  account  for 
the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  the 
only  President  of  the  United 
States  who  had  never  been  a 
governor,  U.  S.  senator,  Vice 
President,  Cabinet  minister, 
a  general  or  a  war  hero? 


Still,  when  a  Harvard  pro- 
fessor conducted  a  nationwide 
survey  and  polled  our  leading 
historians,  asking  them  to  rate 
our  Presidents  as  great,  near 
great,  average  and  failure,  he 
found  that  Lincoln,  by  a  wide 
majority,  was  the  first  among 
our  greatest  Presidents.  Lin- 
coln was  acclaimed  as  greater 
than  Washington,  Adams,  Jef- 
ferson, Jackson,  the  two 
Roosevelts,  Cleveland,  Wilson 
and  others. 

Mystifying  Rise 

The  paradox  of  Lincoln's  rise 
to  the  Presidency  becomes  all 
the  more  mystifying  when  you 
consider  these  other  features 
of  his  career..  His  contempo- 
raries said  he  was  the  home- 


liest man  in  Illinois.  If  this  un- 
gainly, 6-feet-4  inch  tall  man 
were  to  make  an  appearance 
on  television  today,  his  rough- 
hewn  features,  framed  by  his 
shaggy  beard,  and  his  high- 
pitched,  thin  voice,  would 
scare  the  bejabbers  out  of  his 
viewers. 

Well  then,  what  power  .did 
pick  this  backwoods  lawyer 
for  the  Presidency?  How  was 
it  that  this  relatively  untried 
statesman,  inexperienced  in 
foreign  affairs  or  diplomacy, 
untrained  in  military  science 
and  war  economy,  was  able  to 
face  the  perils  of  his  day  and 
to  carry  out  his  staggering  re- 
sponsibilities? 

The  key  to  Lincoln's  eternal 
position  in  history  was  the 
depth  of  his  spiritual  attri- 
butes. There  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  as  to  the  source  of 
Lincoln's  power.  If  he  was  not 
inspired  of  God,  then  there  is 
no  man  who  ever  lived  who 
was  so  inspired,  and  no  story 
told  1,000  years  from  now, 
will  be  received  with  greater 
interest  than  that  which  tells 
of  the  life  and  work  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 
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The  Kennedy-Connally  Single  Bullet  Theory 

A  Feasibility  Study 

John  K.  Lattimer,  m.d.,  d.sc.  (Med.),  f.a.c.s.,*  and  Jon  Lattimer 
New  York,  New  York 


One  of  the  specific  findings  of  the  War- 
ren Commission  Report  on  the  Assassina- 
tion of  President  Kennedy,  which  has  been 
a  prime  target  for  critics,  has  been  their 
conclusion  that  a  single  bullet  from  Os- 
wald's rifle  traversed  President  Kennedy's 

neck,  turned  slightly,  then  pierced  Gov- 
 r>  -i         11  -  *  - 


position  the  long  narrow  bullet  was  dis- 
lodged and  was  found  on  a  stretcher  upon 
which  it  was  deduced  that  Governor  Con- 
nally  had  lain.1 

This  bullet  (Warren  Commission  Ex- 
hibit 399) 2  (Fig.  1,  left),  if  seen  only  in 
the  side  view,  which  has  been  widely  re- 
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was  estimated  to  be  missing  from  bullet 
399,  i.e.,  2.2  grains. 

Furthermore,  they  state  that  the  ammu- 
nition used  by  Oswald  was  "unreliable,"5 
likely  to  fail  to  fire  and  that  it  did  not  have 
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Observations  Based  on 
A  Review  of  the  Autopsy  Photographs, 
X-Rays,  and  Related  Materials 
of  the  Late 
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Kennedy-Connally 
One  Bullet  Theory: 

Further  Circumstantial 
and  Experimental  Evidence 


The  principal  remaining  point  of  contention 
with  the  Warren  Commission  Report  is 
whether  one  bullet  could  have  caused  both 
President  Kennedy's  neck  wound  and  the 
wounds  of  Governor  Connally.  To  test 
whether  this  could  have  happened,  the 
authors  constructed  an  integrated  model  of 
the  flight  path  of  Bullet  399  through 
President  Kennedy  and  Governor  Connally, 
based  on  the  circumstantial  and  experimental 
evidence.  In  doing  so,  they  deduced  that  the 
controversial  bullet  (399)  must  have  struck 
a  vertebra  in  President  Kennedy's  neck, 
accounting  for  the  two  chips  seen  there,  but 
not  so  interpreted  prior  to  this  report. 


Gary  Lattimer 

John  K.  Lattimer,  M.D.,  Sc.D. 

Jon  Lattimer 

Columbia  University 
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Chicago  Sun-Times 


._  ommentary 


January  1,  1975 


Chicago,  111. 


By  Garry  Will 


Why  RFK  conspiracy  hunters  are  wrong 

JOHN  WILKES  BOOTH  stood  over  Ahra- 


JOHN  WILKES  BOOTH  stood  over  Abra 
ham  Lincoln's  chair  and  shot  down  from  the 
President's  right  side.  Yet  the  bullet,  entering 
the  head,  traveled  upward  in  it,  and  toward 
the  right  -  as  if  the  killer  had  been  crouching 
on  the  floor,  off  to  the  President's  left,  in  the 
corner  of  the  theater  box. 

Sure  enough,  some  19th  Century  conspiracy 
buffs  argued  that  that  is  what  happened. 
Booth  was  just  acting  when  he  pretended  to 
shoot  and  then  captured  everyone's  attention 
witn  his  theatrical  leap  onto  the  stage.  The 
murderer  was  still  in  the  box.  But  ft  Is  hard 
to  see  why  two  men  would  have  been 
smuggled  into  that  little  area  to  do  the  work 
of  one  —  or  how  the  second  man  could  ha"« 
entered  and  left  without  being  seen  by  the 
other  occupants  of  the  box. 

L^nr?f"t0fhiS,imyStery''was^Ple. 
^s^^-Scf^ 

mg  down  and  to  the  left  ~  th»  k,,h  * 

fheTX^t'7  mde  a  ^eatWdeaiJS 
no bul et S H  J T t  aUt,°PSy  rep0rts  showed 

wereeither^»t^omaSrePOm 


Again,  the  solution  is  simple.  The  President 
had  been  waving  to  crowds  while  seated- 
his  coat  and  shirt  had  ridden  up  in  back 
1  happf  f  when  you  wave  either  arm; 

thL  u^t  thC  tr°UbIe  t0  re*t 

them.  The  bullet  that  entered  his  neck  went 
tough  shirt  and  jacket  cloth  bunched  behind 

The  lesson  of  these  two  details  from  a  cen- 
tury apart  is  a  simple  one:  figures  being  shot 
at  are  not  like  the  drawings  in  a  con- 
spiratonalist's  diagram  of  trajectory.  Thev 
are  m  motion,  as,  most  often,  is  their  assail- 

Z '    ?uy  Ta7e  and  turn;  if  sh<*  several 
times,  they  jerk  or  thrash.  But  the  ghouls  are 
coming  back  again,  to  dance  on  Sen.  Robert 
F.  Kennedy's  grave. 
They  note  that,  though  Sirhan  Bishara  Sir- 

SLTSf  10  fr°nt  °f  R-F-K"  some  sh<*s  en- 
tered the  senator's  neck.  But  Kennedy  was  a 
politician  moving  through  a  crowd,  and  work- 
ing it.  He  turned,  shook  hands,  waved  an- 
swered shouts.  Eyewitness  Vincent  Di  Pierro 
who  had  a  clear  view  of  Kennedy  and  Sirhan' 
trom  a  distance  of  about  five  feet,  said  Kenne- 
dy was  reaching  around  to  his  left,  to  shake  a 
hand,  as  Sirhan  began  firing. 
Other  arguments  are  based  on  the  fact 


that  some  shots  entered  Kennedy  from  . 
distance  nearer  than  the  three  feet  normal 
assigned  to  Sirhan.  But  while  Kenned^S 
moving,  so  was  Sirhan.  y  " 

So  much  for  the  "logic"  of  the  ran 
spiratorialists.  The  rest  of  their  case  relies  on 
contradictions  in  eyewitness  accounts  aSl  a 
ballistics  report  throwing  doubt  on  the  Stf 

of  bullets  that  enterfd  Keme6yl^Z 
newsmen  near  him. 

BUT  NOW  THE  AUTHOR  of  that  ballistics 

it.  He  told  a  Washington  Post  reporter  that  he 
was  creating  as  much  doubt  as  possible  in  his 
affidavit  to  help  the  Sirhan  lawyers  reopen 

2?  f  ',He  n°W  Says  h  canm  be  Prowd. 
from  the  key  damaged  bullets,  that  both  came 
from  the  same  gun;  but,  so  damaged  are 

There  were  trained  observers  on  the  scene 
m  the  kitchen  -  reporters,  security  men  - 
and  no  one  of  them  in  a  position  of  vantage 
doubted)  at  the  time,  that  they  had  seen  ft! 
murder  committed,  and  even  the  murderer 

wrong  right'  :UK!  !he  8h°u!s  are 
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AN  EXPERIMENTAL  STUDY  OF  THE  BACKWARD 
MOVEMENT  OF  PRESIDENT  KENNEDY'S  HEAD 

John  K.  Lattimer,  m.d.,  f.a.c.s.,  Jon  Lattimer,  b.a.,  and 
Gary  Lattimer,  b.a.,  New  York,  New  York 


Attention  has  once  again  been  drawn  to  the 
Warren  Commission  Report  by  its  critics  concur- 
rent with  the  first  publicly  televised  showing  of  the 
"Zapruder"  motion  picture  of  the  shooting  of 
President  Kennedy  before  national  audiences  in 
1975.  Special  attention  has  been  focused  on  the 
backward  movement  of  President  Kennedy's  head 
and  body,  which  starts  one  frame  (4)  after  his  head 
was  driven  forward  by  a  bullet  coming  from  behind 
and  a  jet  of  brain  tissue  left  his  head,  traveling  up 
and  toward  the  front  of  the  car  (3).  The  sudden 
subsequent  backward  and  sideways  lurch  of  his 
body  was  shown  over  and  over  (4),  accompanied 
by  insistent,  repetitious  statements  that  his  back- 
ward lurch  proved  that  the  President's  head  was 
hit  by  a  second  bullet  coming  from  the  front  or 


head  from  the  front  or  right-front,  based  on  our 
previous  examinations  of  the  President's  autopsy 
photographs  and  roentgenograms  of  his  body  (11). 

To  study  these  problems,  the  experiments  and 
theories  of  Alvarez  and  his  associates  (1)  and 
Hanson  (6)  were  reviewed,  the  Zapruder  movie 
was  again  reviewed  in  detail  and  new  experiments 
were  conducted,  using  materials  like  those  at 
Dallas. 

POSSIBLE  REASONS  FOR  THE  BACKWARD  AND  SIDE- 
WAYS LURCH  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AFTER  HE  WAS  SHOT 
IN  THE  BACK  OF  THE  HEAD 

Was  it  due  to  the  abrupt  acceleration  of  the  automobile? 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  clearly  no! 

The  acceleration  of  the  antmnnhllp  ui^9  — *  - 
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the 


any  evidence  which  might  be  relevant  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  bullet  having  struck  the  President's 


From  the  College  of  Physii 
versity,  New  York. 


and  Surgeons  of  Columbia  Uni- 


^  u«.  uum  kji  uic  ncau  musi  nave  tne  pro- 
pulsive effect  of  a  jet  engine,  immediately  driving 
the  remainder  of  the  head  backward  toward  the 
rear  of  the  automobile,  toward  the  shooter.  In  co- 
operation with  Sharon  Buckingham,  Paul  Hoch 
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PRESIDENT  KENNEDY'S  SPINE  HIT 
BY  FIRST  BULLET 


John  K.  Lattimer,  M.D.,  Edward  B.  Schlesinger,  M.D.,  and 
H.  Houston  Merritt,  M.D. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ASSOCIATION 


Old  State  Capitol 


Springfield,  Illinois  62706 


217-782-4836 


September  12,  1983 


To  the  Members  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Association: 

You  are  invited  to  be  the  guests  of  the  Central  Illinois  Medical  History 
Club  and  the  Department  of  Medical  Humanities  of  Southern  Illinois  School 
of  Medicine  at  7:30  p.m.,  Friday,  October  7,  1983,  at  the  South  Auditorium 
of  the  medical  school — 801  North  Rutledge,  Springfield.  The  occasion  is  an 
address  by  Dr.  John  K.  Lattimer  of  New  York  on  "Kennedy  and  Lincoln: 
Medical  and  Ballistic  Comparisons  of  Their  Assassinations." 

Dr.  Lattimer  was  Professor  and  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Urology  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Columbia  University  until  his 
retirement  two  years  ago.  During  this  time  he  has  become  well-known  as  a 
dynamic  and  stimulating  lecturer.  He  has  climaxed  a  long  and  illustrious 
career  in  urological  surgery  with  intense  research  in  several  diverse 
interests. 

Long  interested  in  the  study  of  the  Lincoln  assassination,  it  was  natural 
that  he  become  interested  in  the  Kennedy  assassination.  He  became  aware 
of  some  apparent  discrepancies  in  the  findings  of  the  Warren  Commission 
report.  Having  had  experience  in  the  study  of  ballistics  from  his  war 
service  in  the.  ETO,  he  engaged  in  lengthy  ballistics  studies  and  clarified 
some  of  the  apparent  discrepancies. 

Dr.  Lattimer's  investigation  included  a  thorough  study  of  the  two  martyred 
Presidents  that  ranged  far  beyond  just  ballistics  studies.  This  work  and  his 
conclusions  are  reported  in  full  in  "Kennedy  and  Lincoln:  Medical  and 
Ballistics  Comparisons  of  Their  Assassinations"  published  in  1980.  There 
will  most  certainly  be  an' interesting  question  and  answer  period  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  address. 

We  very  much  hope  you  can  be  with  us  for  this  occasion. 
Sincerely, 


Floyd  S.  Barringer,  M.D. 

President,  Abraham  Lincoln  Association 


Floyd  S.  Barringer 
President 

Donald  H.  Funk 
Vice-President 

Olive  S.  Foster 
Secretary 

WlLLARD  BUNN,  Jr. 

Treasurer 

Board  of  Directors 

Stephen  P.  Bartholf 

Mrs.  Charles  Becker,  Jr. 

James  E.  Brown 

Willard  Bunn  III 

John  R.  Chapin 

John  P.  Clarke 

Cullom  Davis 

Irving  Dilliard 

Earl  W.  Henderson,  Jr. 

Lewis  L.  Herndon 

James  T.  Hickey 

Robert  P.  Howard 

Robert  W.  Johannsen 

Robert  E.  Miller,  Jr. 

James  E.  Myers 

Mark  E.  Neeley,  Jr. 

Ralph  G.  Newman 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Northrup 

Charles  C.  Patton 

Alvin  Rountree 

Mrs.  Paul  R.  Schanbacher 

Charles  B.  Strozier 

John  T.  Trutter 

Mrs.  A.  D.  VanMeter,  Jr. 

Clyde  C.  Walton 

Frank  J.  Williams 


Honorary  Members 

Governor  James  R.  Thompson 
Senator  Charles  Percy 
Senator  Alan  J.  Dixon 
Congressman  Richard  J.  Durbin 
Mayor  J.  Michael  Houston 
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A  number  of  amazing  coincidences  can  be  found  between 
the  assassinations  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  F.  Kennedy. 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1846. 
John  F.  Kennedy  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1946. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  President  in  1860. 
John  F.  Kennedy  was  elected  President  in  1960. 

The  names  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each  contain  seven  letters. 

Both  were  particularly  concerned  with  civil  rights. 

Both  wives  lost  their  children  while  living  in  the  White  House. 

Both  Presidents  were  shot  on  a  Friday. 

Both  were  shot  in  the  head. 

Lincoln's  secretary,  Kennedy,  warned  him  not  to  go  to  the  theatre. 
Kennedy's  secretary,  Lincoln,  warned  him  not  to  go  to  Dallas. 
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Both  were  assassinated  by  Southerners. 

Both  were  succeeded  by  Southerners. 

Both  successors  were  named  Johnson. 

Andrew  Johnson,  who  succeeded  Lincoln,  was  born  in  1808. 
Lyndon  Johnson,  who  succeeded  Kennedy,  was  born  in  1908. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  was  born  in  1839. 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald  was  born  in  1939. 

Both  assassins  were  known  by  their  three  names. 

Both  names  are  comprised  of  fifteen  letters 

Booth  ran  from  the  theater  and  was  caught  in  a  warehouse. 
Oswald  ran  from  a  warehouse  and  was  caught  in  a  theater. 

Booth  and  Oswald  were  assassinated  before  their  trials. 

Not  long  after  the  assassination  of  President  John  F. 
Kennedy  in  1963,  the  above  list  of  amazing  coincidences  appeared, 
and  it  has  been  widely  and  continuously  reprinted  and  circulated  ever 
since.  Despite  the  seemingly  impressive  surface  appearance,  several  of 
these  entries  are  either  misleading  or  factually  incorrect,  and  the  rest 
are  mere  superficial  coincidences  that  fail  to  touch  upon  the 
substantial  differences  and  dissimilarities  that  underlie  them. 

Let's  examine  them  one  at  a  time: 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1846. 
John  F.  Kennedy  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1946. 

This  statement  is  literally  true:  both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  first 
elected  to  Congress  one  hundred  years  apart.  Aside  from  that  minor 
coincidence,  however,  their  political  careers  bore  little  resemblance  to 
each  other. 

Lincoln  was  an  Illinois  state  legislator  who,  outside  of  his  election  to  a 
single  term  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  failed  in  his  every  attempt 
to  gain  national  political  office  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1860, 
including  an  unsuccessful  bid  for  the  Senate  in  1854,  a  unsuccessful 
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bid  to  become  the  Republican  vice-presidential  candidate  in  1856,  and 
another  unsuccessful  bid  for  a  Senate  seat  in  1858. 

Kennedy,  on  the  other  hand,  enjoyed  an  unbroken  string  of  political 
successes  at  the  national  level  when  he  entered  the  political  arena 
after  World  War  II.  He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
1946,  re-elected  in  1948,  re-elected  again  in  1950,  won  a  Senate  seat 
in  1952,  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1958,  and  was  elected 
President  in  1960. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  President  in  1860. 
John  F.  Kennedy  was  elected  President  in  1960. 

It's  hardly  surprising  that  two  men  who  (as  noted  above)  both 
achieved  their  first  political  successes  at  the  national  level  a  hundred 
years  apart  would  also  ascend  to  the  Presidency  a  hundred  years 
apart.  This  "coincidence"  is  even  less  surprising  when  we  consider 
that  presidential  elections  are  held  only  once  every  four  years.  Lincoln 
couldn't  possibly  have  been  elected  President  in  1857  or  1858  or  1859 
or  1861  or  1862  or  1863,  because  no  presidential  elections  were  held 
in  those  years.  Likewise,  Kennedy  couldn't  possibly  have  been  elected 
President  in  the  non-election  years  of  1957,  1958,  1959,  1961,  1962, 
or  1963.  So,  even  though  both  men  were  politically  active  at  the 
national  level  during  eight-year  spans  when  they  might  have  been 
elected  President,  circumstances  dictated  that  the  only  years  during 
those  spans  when  they  both  could  have  been  elected  were  exactly  one 
hundred  years  apart. 

Also  unmentioned  here  is  the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  re-elected  to  a 
second  term  as  President,  but  Kennedy  was  killed  before  the 
completion  of  his  first  term. 

The  names  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each  contain  seven  letters. 

Surely  this  is  the  most  trivial  of  coincidences,  especially  considering 
that  the  two  men's  first  names  contain  different  numbers  of  letters, 
and  that  Kennedy  had  a  middle  name  (Fitzgerald)  while  Lincoln  had 
none. 

We're  supposed  to  be  amazed  at  minor  happenstances  such  as  the  two 
men's  being  elected  exactly  one  hundred  years  apart  or  having  the 
same  number  of  letters  in  their  last  names,  but  we're  supposed  to 
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think  nothing  of  the  numerous  non-coincidences:  Lincoln  was  born  in 
1809;  Kennedy  was  born  in  1917.  Lincoln  died  in  1865;  Kennedy  died 
in  1963.  Lincoln  was  56  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death;  Kennedy 
was  46  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  No  striking  coincidences  or 
convenient  hundred-year  differences  in  any  of  those  facts.  Even  when 
we  consider  that,  absent  all  other  factors,  the  two  men  had  a  one  in 
twelve  chance  of  dying  in  the  same  month,  we  find  no  coincidence 
there:  Lincoln  was  killed  in  April;  Kennedy  was  killed  in  November. 

Both  were  particularly  concerned  with  civil  rights. 

This  is  one  of  the  statements  that  is  so  misleadingly  worded  (or 
downright  inaccurate)  that  it  doesn't  really  merit  inclusion  even  on  a 
list  of  mere  superficial  similarities. 

First  of  all,  saying  that  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  both  "particularly 
concerned  with  civil  rights"  is  like  saying  that  Woodrow  Wilson  and 
Franklin  Roosevelt  were  both  "particularly  concerned  with  war,"  or 
that  Herbert  Hoover  and  Ronald  Reagan  were  both  "particularly 
concerned  with  economics."  Neither  Lincoln  nor  Kennedy  evinced  a 
"particular  interest"  in  civil  rights,  and  to  all  appearances,  both  would 
willingly  have  maintained  the  racial  status  quo  had  events  beyond 
their  control  not  forced  their  hands. 

Although  Lincoln  was  personally  opposed  to  slavery,  his  primary 
concern  with  the  issue  was  how  its  divisiveness  affected  the  United 
States,  not  the  liberation  of  the  black  man.  Had  the  Union  been  able 
to  survive  half  slave  and  half  free  without  erupting  into  war,  Lincoln's 
stated  position  was  that  he  would  have  allowed  the  institution  of 
slavery  to  remain  intact  and  die  a  slow  death.  And  whatever  Lincoln's 
personal  feelings  about  the  equality  of  blacks,  he  didn't  espouse 
support  for  their  "civil  rights"  because  he  believed  that  white  society 
would  never  accept  them  as  equals.  Lincoln's  only  real  expression  of 
"civil  rights"  was  his  support  for  the  idea  of  relocating  free  blacks  to 
Liberia  so  they  could  live  apart  from  whites  in  a  separate  society.  Even 
Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclamation  was  issued  as  an  exigency  of 
war,  not  as  measure  intended  to  permanently  end  slavery  in  the  USA, 
and  constitutional  amendments  ending  slavery  and  guaranteeing 
citizens  of  all  races  the  right  to  vote  were  not  enacted  until  after 
Lincoln's  death. 

In  Kennedy's  case,  it  was  only  after  racial  crises  such  as  the 
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University  of  Mississippi's  refusal  to  admit  a  black  student  (James 
Meredith)  to  attend  class  and  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  that  he  belatedly  moved  to  promote 
civil  rights  legislation.  Even  then,  his  lack  of  support  in  Congress 
(and,  ultimately,  his  assassination)  meant  that  the  task  of  passing 
civil  rights  legislation  (such  as  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  and  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965)  fell  to  his  successor,  Lyndon  Johnson. 

Both  wives  lost  their  children  while  living  in  the  White  House. 

Another  statement  that,  while  literally  true,  is  misleading  and  masks 
much  more  substantial  dissimilarities. 

The  circumstances  and  nature  of  the  deaths  alluded  to  here  are 
completely  different,  and  the  way  the  statement  is  phrased  ("Both 
wives  lost  their  children")  implies  that  both  women  suffered  the 
misfortune  of  a  stillbirth  or  the  death  of  an  infant,  something  that  is 
true  only  of  Mrs.  Kennedy. 

All  of  Lincoln's  children  were  born  before  he  entered  the  White  House, 
and  the  Lincolns  actually  lost  two  children,  not  just  one  (although 
only  one  died  during  Lincoln's  tenure  as  President).  Edward  Lincoln 
died  of  tuberculosis  in  1850,  just  before  his  fourth  birthday,  and  the 
Lincolns'  eleven-year-old  son  Willie  succumbed  to  typhoid  at  the  end 
of  their  first  year  in  the  White  House. 

The  Kennedys,  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  rare  Presidential  couple 
still  young  enough  to  be  bearing  children  after  entering  the  White 
House,  and  a  premature  child  born  to  Mrs.  Kennedy  in  1963  died  two 
days  later. 

Other  differences:  The  Lincolns  had  four  children,  all  boys,  only  one  of 
whom  lived  past  his  teens.  The  Kennedys  had  three  children,  two  boys 
and  a  girl,  two  of  whom  have  survived  well  into  adulthood. 

Both  Presidents  were  shot  on  a  Friday. 

Another  non-surprise.  Absent  all  other  factors,  the  odds  were  already 
one  in  seven  that  both  killings  would  have  occurred  on  the  same  day 
of  the  week.  Add  to  that  the  obvious  notions  that  the  best  chance  the 
average  person  has  to  shoot  a  President  is  at  a  public  function  and 
that  most  public  functions  are  held  on  weekends,  and  it  becomes  even 
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more  likely  that  a  President  would  be  killed  on  a  Friday,  Saturday,  or 
Sunday.  (Indeed,  an  earlier  plot  by  Booth  to  kidnap  Lincoln  while  the 
latter  was  attending  a  play  at  the  Campbell  Hospital  was  slated  for 
March  17,  also  a  Friday.) 

Both  were  shot  in  the  head. 

This  "coincidence"  is  just  plain  dumb.  The  only  two  types  of  shots 
which  reasonably  assure  a  dead  victim  are  chest  shots  and  head 
shots,  so  two  assassinations  committed  by  head  shots  aren't  the  least 
bit  coincidental,  especially  considering  that  since  both  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy  were  shot  from  behind  and  while  seated,  their  assassins  had 
no  other  practical  choice  of  target.  And  the  "coincidence"  here  is  even 
less  surprising  when  we  consider  the  differences:  Lincoln  was  killed 
indoors  with  a  small  handgun  at  point  blank  range;  Kennedy  was  shot 
outdoors  with  a  rifle  from  several  hundred  feet  away. 

Lincoln's  secretary,  Kennedy,  warned  him  not  to  go  to  Ford's 
Theatre. 

Kennedy's  secretary,  Lincoln,  warned  him  not  to  go  to  Dallas. 

This  is  one  of  those  coincidences  that  isn't  a  coincidence  at  all  --  it's 
simply  wrong.  John  Kennedy  did  have  a  secretary  named  Evelyn 
Lincoln  (who  may  or  may  not  have  warned  him  about  going  to  Dallas), 
but  one  searches  in  vain  to  find  a  Lincoln  secretary  named  Kennedy. 
(Lincoln's  White  House  secretaries  were  John  G.  Nicolay  and  John 


The  more  important  point  is  that  since  Presidents  are  frequent 
recipients  of  assassination  threats,  they  rarely  make  any  public 
appearances  without  somebody's  warning  them  of  potential  danger. 
Only  on  the  extemely  rare  occasions  when  a  tragedy  actually  occurs 
do  we  later  take  note  of  the  warnings;  in  all  other  cases  the  failed 
"prophecies"  are  quickly  forgotten.  (Lincoln  received  "an  unusual 
number  of  letters  about  plots  to  kidnap  or  assassinate  him,"  said  to 
have  numbered  at  least  eighty,  yet  none  of  those  plots  were  enacted.) 
Nor  does  anyone  think  to  mention  other  attempts  at  kidnap  or 
assassination  that  were  not  preceded  by  any  recorded  warnings  to  the 
victims.  (Lincoln  was  shot  at  on  at  least  one  other  occasion.) 

Yes,  Lincoln  was  warned  not  to  go  to  Ford's  Theatre  by  persons 
concerned  for  his  safety,  just  as  he  had  been  warned  not  to  visit 
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Richmond  a  week  earlier,  and  just  as  he  had  been  warned  not  to 
attend  his  own  inauguration  in  1861.  Obviously,  only  one  of  the 
myriad  of  warnings  he  received  throughout  his  four  years  in  office  was 
on  the  mark.  Likewise,  Kennedy  was  warned  not  to  visit  San  Antonio 
the  day  before  his  trip  to  Dallas  (and  undoubtedly  before  a  host  of 
other  appearances  as  well),  but  only  the  last  warning  he  allegedly 
received  is  considered  significant,  because  it  coincidentally  happened 
to  come  true.  As  Jeane  Dixon  and  other  "psychics"  have 
demonstrated,  if  you  make  enough  predictions,  one  of  them  is 
eventually  bound  to  come  true  --  just  as  a  stopped  clock  is  also  right 
twice  a  day. 

Both  were  assassinated  by  Southerners. 

A  dubious  use  of  the  term  "Southerner."  Although  John  Wilkes  Booth 
was  undeniably  a  Southern  sympathizer,  he  was  born  in  Maryland, 
which  (along  with  Delaware)  was  the  northernmost  of  the  border  slave 
states  and  remained  part  of  the  Union  throughout  the  Civil  War. 
Additionally,  Booth  spent  a  good  deal  of  his  life  in  the  North  and 
"thought  of  himself  as  a  Northerner  who  understood  the  South." 

Oswald  was  nominally  a  Southerner  by  virtue  of  his  having  been  born 
in  New  Orleans;  he  spent  his  youth  being  shuttled  between  Lousiana, 
Texas,  and  New  York  before  finally  joining  the  Marines.  But  Oswald's 
"Southerness"  is  of  no  real  import,  because,  unlike  Booth,  Oswald  was 
not  motivated  by  a  regional  affiliation. 

Both  were  succeeded  by  Southerners. 

Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  "succeeded  by  Southerners"  because 
both  had  Southerners  as  vice-president,  another  fact  hardly 
surprising  considering  the  circumstances.  Lincoln  was  a  Northern 
Republican  running  for  re-election  while  the  country  was  in  the  midst 
of  a  civil  war  and  needed  a  Southerner  and  a  Democrat  to  balance  the 
ticket,  hence  his  choice  of  Tennessean  Andrew  Johnson.  Kennedy, 
represented  New  England  and  therefore  needed  a  vice-presidential 
candidate  who  could  appeal  to  the  populous  Southern  and  Western 
regions,  hence  his  choice  of  a  Southwesterner,  Texan  Lyndon 
Johnson. 

The  identification  of  Andrew  Johnson  as  a  "Southerner"  is  also  a  bit 
problematic  here.  Although  Johnson  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and 
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spent  his  adult  life  in  Tennessee  (both  slave  states),  Johnson  was  also 
the  only  Southern  senator  who  refused  to  follow  his  state  when  it 
seceded,  and  he  remained  loyal  to  the  Union. 

Both  successors  were  named  Johnson. 

Given  the  high  frequency  of  "Johnson"  (literally  "son  of  John")  as  a 
surname  in  both  Lincoln's  and  Kennedy's  time,  this  "coincidence" 
should  be  no  real  surprise  to  anyone. 

Andrew  Johnson,  who  succeeded  Lincoln,  was  born  in  1808. 
Lyndon  Johnson,  who  succeeded  Kennedy,  was  born  in  1908. 

Another  hundred-year  coincidence  that  is  hardly  surprising,  since 
nearly  all  American  politicians  have  attained  high  office  (President  or 
Vice-President)  while  in  the  50-70  age  range  (and  Andrew  Johnson 
and  Lyndon  Johnson  were,  obviously,  contemporaries  of  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy,  respectively).  Perhaps  it's  time  to  point  out  that  there's 
nothing  "coincidental"  about  events  merely  because  they  somehow 
involve  the  number  100.  If  we  sifted  through  all  the  Lincoln/ Kennedy 
data,  we  could  produce  multiple  instances  of  events  involving  the 
number  17  or  49  or  1 16,  but  nobody  would  consider  those 
"coincidences"  because  they  don't  yield  nice  round  numbers  that  have 
any  significance  to  us,  even  though  they're  all  just  as  "coincidental"  as 
the  number  100. 

And  once  again,  let's  consider  all  the  differences  between  the  two 
Johnsons,  such  as  that  one  hailed  from  North  Carolina  while  the 
other  was  from  Texas,  or  that  one  supported  slavery  while  the  other 
championed  civil  rights,  or  that  one  was  never  elected  President  in  his 
own  right  while  the  other  won  the  biggest  presidential  landslide  in 
history,  or  that  one  was  impeached  while  the  other  wasn't,  or  that  one 
became  President  at  the  end  of  a  war  while  the  other  became 
President  at  the  beginning  of  a  war. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  was  born  in  1839. 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald  was  born  in  1939. 

Another  coincidence  that  is  no  coincidence  because  it's  plain  wrong: 
Booth  was  born  in  1838,  not  1839. 

Both  assassins  were  known  by  their  three  names. 
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Another  "coincidence"  of  dubious  veracity.  John  Wilkes  Booth  was 
often  billed  as  "J.  Wilkes  Booth"  or  simply  "John  Wilkes"  (primarily  to 
distinguish  himself  from  his  father  and  brother  --  both  named  Junius 
--  and  his  brother  Edwin,  all  three  of  whom  were  also  actors) ,  and  as  a 
prominent  actor,  his  name  was  already  familiar  to  the  general  public 
at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  assassination.  Lee  Oswald  was  generally 
referred  to  as  "Lee"  (not  "Lee  Harvey")  before  Kennedy's  assassination 
and  was  unknown  to  the  general  public  until  his  arrest;  the  common 
usage  of  his  full  name  only  came  about  after  the  assassination 
because  his  habitual  employment  of  false  names  (including  several 
variations  on  his  real  name)  and  his  possession  of  forged  identification 
cards  made  it  difficult  for  the  Dallas  police  to  identify  him. 

Both  names  are  comprised  of  fifteen  letters 

Coincidence?  None  of  their  first,  middle,  or  last  names  have  the  same 
number  of  letters.  And  why  should  it  be  significant  that  both 
assassins  had  the  same  number  of  letters  in  their  full  names  when  the 
same  wasn't  true  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  or 
of  Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson? 

Once  again,  perhaps  we  should  focus  on  the  substantive  differences 
between  the  two  men:  Booth  was  born  into  a  prominent  family  and, 
like  his  father,  was  a  well-known,  popular,  gregarious  actor.  Oswald 
was  born  (and  lived  most  of  his  life)  in  near  poverty-level 
circumstances,  never  knew  his  father  (who  died  two  months  before 
Oswald  was  born)  and  was  an  obscure,  moody  malcontent  who  never 
had  any  close  friends  or  a  steady  job.  Oswald  was  married  with  two 
children;  Booth  had  neither  wife  nor  offspring.  Oswald  enlisted  in  the 
Marines,  but  Booth  kept  a  promise  to  his  mother  not  to  join  the 
Confederate  army. 

Booth  ran  from  the  theater  and  was  caught  in  a  warehouse. 
Oswald  ran  from  a  warehouse  and  was  caught  in  a  theater. 

Another  "coincidence"  that  is  both  inaccurate  and  superficial. 

Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  a  theatre  of  the  type  where  live  stage  shows  are 
held,  then  fled  across  state  lines  before  being  trapped  and  killed  in  a 
barn  used  for  storage  (not  a  "warehouse")  several  days  later. 
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Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from  (not  in)  a  textbook  warehouse,,  then 
remained  in  Dallas  and  was  caught  and  taken  alive  in  a  movie  theater 
a  little  over  an  hour  later. 

Booth  and  Oswald  were  assassinated  before  their  trials. 

Another  superficial  similarity  with  much  more  significant  underlying 
differences,  and  a  potentially  dubious  use  of  the  word  "assassinated." 

After  Booth  shot  Lincoln,  he  fled  the  scene  and  eventually  (with 
co-conspirator,  David  Herold)  crossed  the  Potomac  from  Maryland  into 
Virginia,  eluding  capture  for  a  total  of  eleven  days  before  federal 
troops  finally  discovered  him  to  be  hiding  on  a  farm  belonging  to 
Richard  Garrett  and  surrounded  the  barn  in  which  he  and  Herold 
were  sleeping.  The  two  men  were  ordered  to  surrender:  Herold 
complied,  but  when  Booth  failed  to  drop  his  weapon  and  come  out, 
the  barn  was  set  ablaze.  A  trooper  named  Boston  Corbett,  who  was 
watching  Booth  through  a  gap  in  the  barn's  siding,  shot  the  assassin. 
Whether  Corbett  can  be  said  to  have  "assassinated"  Booth  is 
problematic  --  the  deeply  religious  Corbett  sometimes  claimed  that  he 
had  shot  Booth  because  "Providence  directed"  him  to  do  it  or  because 
he  "did  not  want  Booth  to  be  roasted  alive,"  but  he  also  testified  that 
he  shot  Booth  because  he  "saw  [Booth]  in  the  act  of  stooping  or 
springing  and  concluded  he  was  going  to  use  his  weapons." 

Oswald  left  the  warehouse  from  which  he  shot  Kennedy  and  was 
arrested  in  a  movie  theater  a  little  over  an  hour  later  by  police  officers 
who  had  no  idea  who  he  was.  (Oswald  was  initially  arrested  only  for 
the  murder  of  Dallas  police  officer  J.D.  Tippit,  whom  he  shot  while  in 
flight;  his  connection  to  the  Kennedy  assassination  was  not 
established  until  later.)  Oswald  was  captured  alive  and  remained  in 
custody  for  two  days  before  being  gunned  down  by  Jack  Ruby,  a 
private  citizen. 

Other  differences:  Booth  was  shot  in  the  back  in  the  neck  and  lived  for 
another  three  hours;  Oswald  was  shot  in  the  abdomen  and  was  DOA 
at  Dallas  Memorial  Hospital. 

A  month  before  Lincoln  was  assassinated  he  was  in  Monroe, 
Maryland. 

A  month  before  Kennedy  was  assassinated  he  was  in  Marilyn 
Monroe. 
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This  is  a  latter-day  addition  to  the  list  and  nothing  more  than  a  bit  of 
salacious  humor.  Even  as  a  humorous  coincidence  it  fails  the  test,  as 
Marilyn  Monroe  died  well  over  a  year  before  Kennedy's  assassination. 


So  what  are  we  to  make  of  all  this?  How  do  we  account  for  all  these 
coincidences,  no  matter  how  superficial  they  may  be,  and  why  do  so 
many  people  find  this  list  so  compelling? 

The  coincidences  are  easily  explained  as  the  simple  product  of  mere 
chance.  It's  not  difficult  to  find  patterns  and  similarities  between  any 
two  marginally-related  sets  of  data,  and  coincidences  similar  in 
number  and  kind  can  be  (and  have  been)  found  between  many 
different  pairs  of  Presidents.  Our  tendency  to  seek  out  patterns 
wherever  we  can  stems  from  our  desire  to  make  sense  of  our  world;  to 
maintain  a  feeling  that  our  universe  is  orderly  and  can  be  understood. 
In  this  specific  case  two  of  our  most  beloved  Presidents  were  murdered 
for  reasons  that  make  little  or  no  sense  to  many  of  us,  and  by  finding 
patterns  in  their  deaths  we  also  hope  to  find  a  larger  cosmic 
"something"  that  seemingly  provides  some  reassuring  (if  indefinite) 
rhyme  or  reason  why  these  great  men  were  prematurely  snatched 
from  our  mortal  sphere. 
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Kennedy-Lincoln 
Similarities  Noted 

NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  striking 
similarities  in  the  presidential 
lives  of  John  F.  Kennedy  and 
Abraham  Lincoln: 

Lincoln  was  elected  president 
m  1860  and  Kennedy  100  years 
later  in  I960. 

Both  were  credited  with  fight- 
ing  for  equal  rights  for  Negroes. 

Both  were  assassinated  on  a 
S?ay;  +,°ncoln  on  April  15, 
1865  at  the  age  of  56;  Kennedy 
on  Nov.  22,  1963  at  the  age  of 

Both  were  succeeded  by  pres- 
idents named  Johnson-in  Lin- 
coln s  case  it  was  Andrew  John- 
son;  in  Kennedy's,  Lyndon  B 
Johnson. 
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A  great  deal  more  than  meets  the  eye,  as  explained  in  the  follow- 
ing article,  is  implied  by  this  first  day  cover  with  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy  portraits  sketched  side  by  side. 

A  Later  Day  Lincoln 

Robert  B.  Titchenell  and  BiUie  McCoy 

1  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  slain  on  Friday. 

2  —  Both  were  slain  in  the  presence  of  their  wives. 

3  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  shot  in  the  back  of  their  heads. 

4  —  Neither  regained  consciousnes  after  his  fatal  wound. 

5  —  Both  of  the  President's  wounds  left  a  mark  over  one  eye. 

6  —  The  nearest  man  to  each  was  seriously  wounded. 

7  —  In  spite  of  warnings  of  possible  assassinations,  each  Presdient 
believed  it  was  his  duty  to  expose  himself  to  the  public  upon  the  date 
he  was  slain  because  they  had  previously  promised  to  appear  at  that 
given  time  and  place 


8  —  Both  Presidents  had  experi- 
enced previous  attempts  on  their 
lives. 

9  —  The  newspapers  had  given 
information  to  the  assassins  as  to 
the  time  and  place  where  they 
would  be,  the  papers  stated  that 
Lincoln  would  attend  a  certain  per- 
formance at  the  Ford  Theatre,  and 
they  also  stated  the  time  and  route 
Kennedy's  motorcade  would  take. 

10  —  Lincoln's  secretary,  whose 
name  was  Kennedy,  asked  him  not 
to  go  to  the  theatre. 

11  —  Kennedy's  secretary,  whose 
name  was  Lincoln,  asked  him  not 
to  go  to  Dallas. 

12  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
resented  having  guards  about 
them,  and  because  of  this  it  made 
it  easier  for  their  assassins. 

13  —  The  weather  was  rainy  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  on  the  night  of 
both  assassinations. 

14  —  Both  First  Ladies  were  led 
from  the  room  where  their  hus- 
bands lay  on  their  death  beds  and 
each  later  returned  to  her  hus- 
band's side. 

15  —  The  guards  of  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy  were  accused  of  drinking 
and  not  being  fit  to  protect  their 
charges  properly. 

16  —  Each  President  made  re- 
marks upon  the  beauty  of  the  place 
where  he  was  later  laid  to  rest. 

17  —  Both  Presidents  made  re- 
marks about  their  chances  of  being 
assassinated  a  short  time  prior  to 
the  event. 


29  —  Each  assassin  left  evidence 
that  he  had  been  a  traitor  to  his 
country,  prior  to  the  crimes. 

30  —  John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee 
Harvey  Oswald  were  Southerners. 

31  —  The  names  John  Wilkes 
Booth  and  Lee  Harvey  Oswald  each 
contain  15  letters. 

32  —  There  were  questions  raised 
about  the  sanity  of  Boston  Cor- 
bett  and  Jack  Ruby  following  the 
assassinations. 

33  —  Both  Lincoln's  and  Ken- 
nedy's successors  were  named 
Johnson. 

34  —  Both  Andrew  Johnson  and 
Lyndon  Johnson  were  Democrats. 

35  —  Both  Johnsons  had  served 
in  the  United  States  Military. 

36  —  Andrew  Johnson  was  born 
in  1808  —  Lyndon  Johnson  was 
born  in  1908,  100  years  later. 

37  —  Andrew  Johnson  and  Lyn- 
don Johnson  each  had  two  daugh- 
ters. 

38  —  The  names  Andrew  John- 
son and  Lyndon  Johnson  each  con- 
tain 13  letters. 

39  —  The  wives  of  the  presi- 
dents, Lincoln  and  Kennedy,  spoke 
fluent  French. 

40  —  Both  wives  of  these  presi- 


18  —  communications  broke 
down  in  Washington,  the  capital 
upon  the  news  of  the  assassination 
of  the  two  Presidents. 

19  —  The  police  were  unable  to 
control  the  crowds  in  the  capital 
during  the  funerals. 

20  —  Both  Presidents  were  bur- 
ied in  caskets  of  similar  wood  — 
mahogany. 

21  -  Each  President  had  the 
largest  funeral  known  in  this  coun- 
try at  that  time. 

22  —  Each  President's  grave  be- 
came a  national  shrine  by  the  peo- 
ple's choice,  directly  after  the 
burials. 

23  —  Controversial  arguments 
arose  regarding  the  assassinations 
of  both  Presidents,  although  both 
crimes  were  investigated  by  those 
in  the  highest  office  in  the  land. 

24  —  Similar  remarks  were 
made  in  regards  to  both  Presi- 
dents when  they  were  assassinat- 
ed: "They  have  killed  Lincoln" 
and  "They  have  killed  Kennedy," 
m  spite  of  the  fact  there  was  evi- 
dence that  only  one  person  had 
shot  them. 

25  —  Booth  shot  Lincoln  in  a  the- 
ater and  escaped  to  a  warehouse. 
Oswald  shot  Kennedy  from  a  ware- 
house and  fled  to  a  theater. 

26  —  Both  assassins  escaped 
from  their  pursuers  in  spite  of  the 
fact  they  were  supposed  to  have 
been  surrounded. 

27  —  Boston  Corbett  and  Jack 
Ruby  murdered  Booth  and  Oswald, 
the  two  assassins,  before  they 
could  be  brought  to  trial. 

28  —  Both  Booth  and  Oswald  fa- 
vored unpopular  causes. 


nedy's  hair  usually  appeared  di- 
sheveled. 

56  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were 
excellent  horseback  riders. 

57  —  Both  Presidents,  while 
young,  volunteered  for  the  Armed 
Services. 

58  —  Each  rose  to  the  rank  of  a 
commissioned  officer. 

59  —  Both  detested  the  hunting 
and  killing  of  wild  animals. 

60  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were 
extremely  competitive  and  en- 
joyed physical  recreation  and 
sports. 

61  —  While  they  were  both 
young,  friends  feared  for  their  lives 
because  of  their  ill  health. 

62  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
were  known  for  their  quick  but 
fleeting  tempers,  their  willingness 
to  forgive  and  forget,  holding  no 
grudges. 

63  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy,  be- 


dents  were  granted  certain  sums  fnra  . 

of  money  by  Congress  to  pay  cer-  '  Z%™Z  f'   T .  extr/mely 

tain  debts.  ™  ln  ^ess,  diet  and  rest 

41  -  Both  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  Mrs.l  £     p^v,        ■  *  ■  , 

Kennedy  redecorated  the  White)  ti™  ~  ^  marned  »  their  thir- 

House  while  living  there.  fir     D     T .  , 

_  .  65  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 

|  married  24-year-old  socialites. 


42  —  Both  Tad  and  John-John 
liked  playing  soldier  while  living 
at  the  White  House. 

43  —  Both  presidents'  children 
were  known  for  their  interrupting 
of  important  meetings. 

44  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each 
kept  a  pony  at  the  White  House 
for  his  children  to  play  with. 

45  —  Both  Presidents  had  a  son 
die  while  they  were  in  the  White 
House. 

46  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  dis- 
played extraordinary  grief  at  the 
loss  of  their  sons.  Lincoln  had  his 
son's  grave  reopened  after  buri 
al,  so  that  he  might  see  the  re- 
mains once  more,  and  Kennedy's 
arms  had  to  be  removed  from  his 
son's  tiny  casket  so  that  it  could 
be  taken  away. 

47  —  Each  of  the  Presidents  had 
two  of  their  children  reburied  with 
them. 

8  —  Later  the  bodies  of  both 
presidents  along  with  those  of  their 
children  were  once  more  moved 
and  reburied. 

9  —  The  names  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy  each  contain  seven  let- 
ters. 

50  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were 
each  a  second  child. 

51  —  Each  had  a  sister  die  short- 
ly after  their  marriage. 

52  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
grew  to  exceed  six  feet  in  height. 

53  —  Each  of  them  were  known 
for  their  sense  of  humor. 

54  —  Both  Lincoln's  and  Ken- 
nedy's face  would  gradually  light 
up  into  a  smiie  at  the  slightest  sug- 
gestion of  humor. 

55  —  Both  Lincoln's  and  Ken- 
continued  on  page  49) 


74  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  rose 
to  national  prominence  through 
their  debates. 

75  —  Both  debated  with  better- 
known  political  leaders. 

76  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  chose 
opposition  members  for  running 
mates. 

77  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each 
instructed  those  representing  them 
in  the  national  presidential  conven- 
tion not  to  promise  any  favors  in 
return  for  votes. 

78  —  Both  Presidents  faced  re- 
ligious problems;  Lincoln,  because 
he  was  not  a  member  of  any 
church;  Kennedy,  because  he  was 
a  Catholic. 

79  —  Throughout  Kennedy's  cam- 
paign for  the  Presidency  he  was 
compared  to  Lincoln. 

80  —  Lincoln  was  elected  to  the 
President's  office  in  1860  —  Ken- 
nedy was  elected  in  1960  —  100 
years  apart. 


66  —  Lincoln  was  elected  to 
Congress  in  1847,  Kennedy  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  1947  —  100 
years  apart. 

67  —  Lincoln  was  runner-up  for 
the  Vice-Presidential  nomination  in 
1856.  Kennedy  was  runner-up  for 
the  Vice-Presidential  nomination 
in  1956  —  100  years  apart. 

68  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
were  concerned  with  Civil  Rights. 

69  —  Although  both  Presidents 
were  known  for  their  Civil  Rights 
stand,  both  had  other  greater  in- 
terests than  this.  Lincoln's  main 
objective  was  to  preserve  the 
Union,  Kennedy's  to  obtain  peace 
and  security  for  the  nation.  Both 
Presidents  were  interested  in  pre- 
serving the  rights  not  only  of  the 
colored  but  also  of  all  people. 

70  —  Each  of  these  Presidents 
was  willing  to  face  controversial 
issues  when  he  believed  he  was 
right.  Lincoln  opposed  the  war 
with  Mexico;  Kennedy  supported 
the  Civil  Rights  Issue.  Both  of 
these  stands  hurt  them  politically. 

71  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  loved 
Shakespeare  and  the  Bible,  often 
quoted  both  in  their  speeches. 

72  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  each 
had  a  friend  who  was  a  well  known 
Senator  named  Douglas,  a  Demo- 
crat, from  Illinois. 

73  —  These  two  Presidents  were 
strong  labor  men. 


81  —  Both  Presidents  failed  to 
obtain  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  votes  for  the  office.  Lincoln  re- 
ceived less  than  a  majority,  Ken- 
nedy received  only  a  few  more 
than  the  minority. 

82  —  Each  man  boasted  a  "first" 
to  be  elected  to  the  presidency; 
Lincoln  was  the  first  Republican 
and  Kennedy,  the  first  Catholic. 

83  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
admired  and  were  friends  of  a  fa- 
mous poeti  Lincoln's  friend  was 
Walt  Whitman;  Kennedy's  was 
Robert  Frost. 

84  —  Each  President  was  ad- 
mired by  the  younger  generation 
of  his  time;  Lincoln  was  known  as 
"Father  Abraham"  and  Kennedy 
as  "The  Chief. 

85  —  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 

each  solved  the  problem  prior  to 
his  death. 

93  —  Both  Presidents  had  to  deal 
with  a  popular  radical  general. 
Each  general  was  removed  from 
his  post,  and  each  attempted  to 
obtain  an  elective  office,  but  failed. 
Lincoln's  was  General  Fremont, 
and  Kennedy's  General  Walker. 

94  —  Each  President  appointed 
a  member  of  his  cabinet  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

95  —  Both  enjoyed  drama  and 
similar  entertainment. 

96  —  Both  Presidents  wore  spec- 
tacles for  reading,  but  never  used 
them  in  public.  Both  had  a  habit 
of  pushing  them  upon  the  top  of 
the  forehead,  when  not  in  use. 

97  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were 
interested  in  the  development  and 
education  of  the  country.  Both 
introduced  bills  into  Congress  for 
the  further  pursuit  of  these  sub- 
jects. 

98  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  had 
to  face  problems  with  Congress, 
chiefly  with  their  own  parties. 

99  —  Each  President  delt  ex- 
tremely with  external  affairs  of 
other  nations;  both  obtained,  in 
time,  favorable  action  from  the 
Russian  nation. 

100  —  Both  Presidents  had  to 
deal  with  race  riots,  Lincoln,  in 
New  York,  and  Kennedy,  in  Mis- 
sissippi. 

101  —  There  were  loss  of  lives  in 
each  instance. 

102  —  Each  had  to  call  out  the 
regular  army  to  restore  peace  and 
order  in  each  case. 

103  —  Both  had  problems  with 
popular  elective  Democratic  gov- 
ernors. Lincoln  with  the  governor 
of  Ohio;  Kennedy,  with  the  gover- 
nor of  Alabama. 

104  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy 
looked  toward  their  second  admin- 
istrations as  one  to  accomplish 
many  things  for  their  country. 

105  —  At  the  time  of  their  deaths 


favored  top  hats,  yet  both  appear- 
ed more  often  bareheaded. 

86  —  Lincoln  and  Kennedy,  when 
possible  attempted  to  escape  from 
the  Capitol  on  weekends,  Lincoln  to 
the  Soldier's  Home  and  Kennedy 
to  his  home  in  Massachusetts. 

87  —  Although  both  Presidents 
were  loyal  to  their  friends,  both 
refused  to  appoint  them  to  high  of- 
fices if  they  were  not  qualified. 

88  —  Both  Presidents  demonstrat- 
ed extreme  courage  while  under 
fire;  Lincoln  while  standing  on  the 
barricades  outside  of  the  city  of 
Washington  when  it  was  under 
siege;  Kennedy  during  World  War 
Two. 

89  —  Both  of  them  enjoyed  visit- 
ing military  establishments  and 
easily  forgave  military  infractions. 


they  left  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica the  most  powerful  nation  known 
until  that  time. 

106  —  Controversial  books  were 
written  about  both  Presidents  af- 
ter their  deaths.  These  books  in- 
volved ana  were  resented  by  their 
widows. 

107  —  Both  Presidents  had  a 
book  of  verse  compiled  about  them 
after  their  deaths. 

108  —  Lincoln  failed  to  make  an 
appearance  in  Baltimore  after 
promising  to  do  so,  because  of  an 
assassination  plot.  He  received  na- 
tionwide ridicule  from  the  press 
because  of  his  action,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  threat  was  proven 
true.  Kennedy  went  to  Dallas  after 
being  warned  of  danger  there,  be- 
cause he  recalled  the  ridicule  re- 
ceived by  Lincoln  when  he  failed 
to  keep  his  appointment  in  Balti- 
more. The  person  who  discovered 
the  plot  against  Lincoln's  life  in 
Baltimore,  and  proved  it  to  be 
true,  was  named  John  Kennedy. 

109.  —  Robert  Lincoln  was  the 
son  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a 
friend  of  two  other  assassinated 
presidents,  Garfield  and  McKinley. 
after  McKinley  was  slain  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  his  friend- 
ship was  bad  luck  to  any  presi- 
dent, so  until  the  end  of  his  life 
he  avoided  all  contact  with  them, 
even  to  the  extent  of  leaving  the 
city  when  they  came  to  visit  it 
Today  he  rests  in  Arlington  with 
Kennedy  —  therefore,  he  is  now 
in  contact  with  the  last  of  the  four 
Presidents  who  died  violently. 

110  —  Upon  his  death,  it  was 
stated  that  Lincoln  belonged  to  the 
ages;  upon  his  death,  it  was  stated 
that  Kennedy  belonged  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

Lincoln:  Now  he  belongs  to  the 
ages. 

Kennedy:  Now  be  belongs  to  the 
people.  j 


Both,  President  LINCOLN  and  KENNEDY,  were  concerned  with  the  issue  of  Civil 
Rights.    Lincoln  was  elected  in  I860?  KENNEDY  in  I960.    Both  were  slain 
on  a  Friday  snd  in  the  presence  of  their  wives.    Both  were  shot  from  behind, 
and  in  the  head.    Their  successors,  both  naaed  JOHNSON,  were  southern  democarts, 
and  both  were  in  the  Senate.    AJ5DREW  JOHNSON  was  born  in  1808  and  LYNDOB 
JOHNSON  was  bom  in  1938.    JOHN  WILKES  BOOTH  was  born  in  1339,  LEE  HARVEY 
OSWALD  was  born  in  1939.    BOOTH  and  OSWALD  were  both  assassinated  before  going 
to  trial.    Both  Presidents1  wives  lost  children  through  death  while  in  the 
White  House.    LINC0SN»S  secretary,  KENNEDY  by  name,  advised  him  not  to  go  to 
the  theatre.    KENNEDY'S  secretary,  whose  name  was  LINCOLN,  advised  him  not 
to  go  to  Dallas.    JOHN  WILKES  BOOTH  shot  Lincoln  in  &  theatre  and  ran  to  a 
warehouse.    OSWALD  shot  KENNEDY  FROM  a  warehouse  and  ran  to  a  theatre.  The 
names,  Lincoln  and  KENNEDY,  each  contain  seven  letters.    The  names  ANDREW 
JOHNSON  and  LYNDON  JOHNSON  each  contain  thirteen  letters.    The  names, 
JOHN  ^ILKES  BOOTH  and  LEE  HARVEY  OSWALD,  each  contain  fifteen  letters. 


Above  was  distributed  by  our  local  radio 
station,  WLEC,  Sandusky,  Ohio  H50  - 
about  2  years  ago. 


.ADDITIONAL  LINCOLN  -  KINNEDY  DATA 

Washington  was  thronged  with  soldiers  and  officers  eager  to  see  Lincoln  as  the  war  was 
over  on  April  11,  1865.    Dallas  was  thronged  with  people  eager  to  see  Kennedy. 

Lincoln  and  his  party  entered  tae  box  after  the  play  at  Ford  Theatre  had  started,  and 
it  mm  stopped  while  the  orchestra  played  "HAIL  TO  THE  CHIEF, "  and  at  the  Trade  Mart 
in  Dallas  where  Kennedy  was  enroute  to  but  never  appeared  -  an  organist  had  been  warm- 
ing up  with  several  choruses  of  "HAIL  TO  THE  CHIEF." 

Lincoln  was  sitting  in  a  rocker  specially  placed  in  the  Box  wnen  he  was  shot.  Kennedy 
was  a  firm  believer  in  rocking  chairs.    In  fact,  a  straight  backed  rocker  awaited  him 
Bt  the  Trade  Mart. 

Three  persons  were  in  Lincoln's  Box  with  him,  Mrs.  Lincoln,  Miss  Clara  Harris,  and  a 
Major  Eathboae  -  who  received  a  severe  Knife  wound  on  the  left  arm  from  Booth.  Three 
persons  of  the  official  party  were  in  the  car  *ith  Kennedy,  Mrs.  Kennedy,  Gov.  &  Mrs. 
Conn ally  of  Texas.    Gov.  Connally  was  also  wounded  by  rifle  fire. 

Lincoln  was  shot  during  the  third  act,  and  the  Kennedy  party  was  on  a  three  day  speaking 
tour  of  Texas.    They  were  approaching  a  triple   underpass  when  three  shots  rang  out. 
At  the  Cemetery  in  Arlington  -  three  riflemen  fired  a  final  farewell  volley  of  three 
rounds.   

When  the  excitement  at  Ford  Theatre  was  at  its  height  -  word  spread  that  VP  Andrew 
Johnson  had  been  shot,  also  General  Grant,  and  Sec.  of  State  William  H.  Seward.  Sec. 
Seward  had  indeed  been  attack  by  Lewis  Pane  (Payne)  -  but  recivered.    At  the  tiae  of 
Kennedy's  assassination  -  first  news  flashes  said  that  VP  LBJohnson  had  either  been 
shot  or  suffered  another  heart  attack. 

Booth  was  perfectly  at  home  at  Ford  Theatre  being  a  $500. /wk.  actor  himself,  even 
receiving  his  nail  there.    Oswald  also  belonged  at  the  Texas  Scnool  Book  Depository  Bide, 
he  was  employed  there  as  a  $50. /wk.  clerk. 

In  both  cases  an  urgent  message  was  sent  to  a  "Robert." 

Robert  Lincoln  -  son  of  Lincoln  Robert  Kennedy  -  Brother  of  Kennedy 

The  &m»  words  spoken  on  the  morning  of  Lincoln's  death  -  98  years  before  by  Rep.  James 
Garfield  of  Ohio,  who  was  himself  to  fall  to  an  assassin's  bullet  16  years  later,  were 
repented  by  Senate  Cnaplain  Frederick  Brown  Harris  when  Kennedy  e&a  shot:    "God  reigns 
and  the  Government  lies  at  Washington." 

Both  had  a  great  command  of  the  English  language. 

Lincoln  had  agonizing  lifelong  headaches.    Kennedy,  frail  as  a  child,  had  serious  back 

difficulties  after  service  in  World  War  II. 

Robert  Lincoln  -  eldest  son  of  Lincoln,  was  appointed  minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James- 
1839,  died  in  1926  -  and  is  buried  in  Arlington,  where  Kennedy  also  lies  below  the 
Curtis-Lee  Mansion  -  horae  of  Robert  £•  Lee,  Commander  of  the  Sourthern  Forces  in  the 
Civil  War,  while  Lincoln  was  president.    Kennedy  now  lies  only  across  the  river  from 
the  majestic  Lincoln  Monument  in  Washington.    Kennedy's  father  -  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  - 
is  a  former  Ambassador  to  Great  Britian. 
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Lincoln  delivered  the  Gettysburg  address  -  mere  268  words  -  November  19,  1863  Thurs. 
Kennedy  shot  -  November  22,  1963  Iridav 

Lincoln  shot  -  Apr.  l£  1865  (Good  Fri.) 

Movie  going  on  inside  the  theatre  where  Oswald  sought  refuge  was  "War  is  Hell." 
Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  would  have  agreed. 

Austin  Gallaher,  a  neighbor  boy,  once  fished  Lincoln  at  about  7  mm  years  of  age  out 
of  Knob  Creek  in  Kentucky,  and  saved  him  from  drowning.    Kennedy,  was  an  expert 
swimmer,  as  shown  during  his  duty  in  Pacific,  WWII, 

Lincoln  confessed  to  being  superstitious  and  believing  in  dreams  as  omens.    He  had 
a  dream  only  a  few  days  before  he  was  shot,  and  was  wandering  around  the  White  House, 
and  in  the  last  loom  was  a  catafalque  and  he  asked  who  was  dead  -  and  a  soldier  said 
"The  President  -  he  was  killed  by  an  assassin."    He  told  his  wife  and  the  cabinet  and 
it  bothered  him.    How  it  is  understood  that  Kennedy  said  only  that  very  morning  that 
if  anyone  really  wanted  to  kill  the  president  all  they  need  do  was  to  get  in  a  tall 
building  with  a  telescopic  rifle. 

Sometime  before  Mrs.  Lincoln  died  she  had  to  remove  her  wedding  ring  as  her  hands  were 
so  swollen.    After  her  death  they  hunted  it  up  and  the  ring  was  put  back  on  her. 
Lincoln  had  inscribed  inside  her  wedding  band  "Love  is  eternal."    We  all  remember  the 
very  touching  scene  when  Mrs.  Kennedy  removed  her  wedding  band  and  placed  it  on 
Kennedy  at  the  Hopsltal  in  Dallas. 


MISC.  COINCIDENCES 


Kennedy  was  shot  on  Jim  Street,  Dallas,  Texas.  ( Johnson 's  home  state) 

VP  LBJpanson'g  home  in  Washington-Spring  Valley  Section  was  called  "The  Elms. " 

The  White  House  drive  is  edged  with  stately  elms.   

William  Johnson  was  Lincoln's  colored  valet. 

Lincoln's  father  remarried  after  his  mother  (Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln)  died  - 
a  widow  by  the  name  of  Sarah  Bush  Johnston. 

Oswald's  father  was  Robert  E.  Lee  Oswald.  (This  I  have  not  been  able  to  check,  but 
I  wonder  if  he  were  bom  on  the  same  day  -  of  course  the  year  would  be  different.) 
Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  was  born  Jan.  19,  1807. 

Oswald's  UMllf  landlady  was  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Johnson.  1026  N.  Beckley.  Dallas.  Tex. 
Oswald  used  O.H.  Lee  as  an  alias. 

Mrs.  Oswald  went  to  live  with  Mrs.  Michael  R.  Paine  on  Sep.  U.  1963,  Irving  Tex 
Oswald  was  out  of  work  at  the  time.    (Lewis  Pane  -  attach  Sec.  Seward) 

Jack  Ruby  -  Oswald's  assassin  -  has  a  sister  Mrs,  Eva  Grant  of  Dallas 

Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  was  head  of  the  Northern  Forces  during  Civil  War. 

Jack  Ruby's  hometown  was  Cnicago,  where  Lincoln  was  nominated  for  President. 

FIRST  OR  "EST*  ITEMS 

Lincoln  -  First  and  main  task  was  to  save  the  Onion. 
Was  the  tallest  president  -  6»4.". 

Was  the  first  president  to  go  into  office  with  a  beard. 
Was  the  first  and  only  president  that  never  united  with  any  church. 
(This  I  now  seem  to  have  reason  to  doubt  -  James  Monroe  in  one  source 
does  not  seem  to  be  listed  as  belonging  to  any  definite  denomination.) 
Was  the  first  Republican  president.  , 


Kennedy  -  lounge? t  man  ever  elected  president  -  43  when  inaugurated, 

(McKinlty  was  assassinated  and  succeeded  by  Theodore  Roosevelt  -  who 
was  42  when  he  took  office.) 
First  Roman  Catholic  president. 

First  bill  signed  was  to  recreate  in  ceremony  the  100th  anniversary 

of  Lincoln's  inaugural. 


Preapred  by*  Mrs.  Lester  X.  Lee 
1815  Buchanan  St.,  Sandusky ,  Ohio 


Following  are  some  additional  notes  which  make  a  person  say  "Does  History 
really  repeat  itself?" 

Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  shot  from  behinj[  and  in  the  head. 

Lincoln  was  shot  in  the  Ford  Theattej  Kennedy  was  shot  in  a  Lincoln  car  made  by  Ford. 

In  IS 56,  Lincoln  was  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  his  party's  vice-presidental  nomination, 
Just  as  Kennedy  was  unsuccessful  in  1956  in  obtaining  his  party's  TP  nomination. 

In  death,  Kennedy  was  placed  on  Lincoln's  bier  in  the  Capital,  and  Mrs.  Kennedy 
paiterened  the  funeral  arrangements  in  close  resemblance  to  Lincoln's.  In  both 
cases  the  mourners  marched  in  the  streets. 

Copied  from  several  sources  including 
Lincoln  Soc.  Philately  Bulletin!. 


A  s  final  note  Lincoln  dedicated  the  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg  on  Hov.  19,  1863.  At 
the  75th  reunion  of  the  veterans  of  both  Union  and  Confederate  forces  in  1938, 
President  FRanklin  D.  Roosevelt  dedicated  the  Eternal  Light  Peace  Memorial  and 
lighted  the  flame  intended  to  burn  forever.    An  eternal  flame  also  burns  on 
Kennedy's  grave  in  A  rlington. 
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THE  ULTIMATE  LIST  OF 
KENNEDY-LINCOLN  COINCIDENCES 


Compiled  by: 

Ralph  Gary 

1229  Greenbrook  Dr. 

DeSoto  ,  Texas  751 1 5 


1.  Both  were  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head, 

2.  on  Friday, 

3.  before  a  holiday,  (Easter  and  Thanksgiving) 

4.  seated  beside  their  wife  who  was  uninjured, 

5.  who  held  his  head  in  her  lap  until  a  doctor  took  over. 
G.  Both  were  in  the  presence  of  another  couple, 

7.  and  the  other  nan  was  wounded  by  the  assassin, 

8.  later  recovered, 

9.  and  later  suffered  adversity.   (Rathbone  killed  wife,  Connally  suffered 
bankruptcy  and  bribery  allegations.) 

10.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  both:   liked  rocking  chairs  (Kennedy  for  his  injured 
back,  Lincoln  was  sitting  in  one  when  shot), 

11.  had  deviate  eye  or  wondering  eye  in  some  portraits, 

12.  had  a  brother  who  died  before  the  presidential  election, 

13.  had  a  sister  who  died  before  the  election, 

1 4.  were  tall  , 

15.  athletic, 

IB.  were  known  for  wit, 

17.  stand  on  civil  rights, 

18.  famous  for  expressing  themselves  well,   (Kennedy  won  a  Pulitzer  Prize  and 
Lincoln's  speeches  are  literary  classics) 

19.  were  related  to  a  senator,  (Lincoln  to  Isaac  Barnard,  Pa. -1827) 

20.  were  boat  captains,  (Lincoln  was  co-captain  of  a  Miss.   River  boat) 

21.  in  the  military,  (Lincoln  was  a  captain  in  the  Black  Hawk  War) 

22.  elected  to  Congress  in  '47, 

23.  elected  president  in   '60  and 

24.  had  a  son  die  in  the  White  House. 

25.  Lincoln  had  a  son  graduate  from  Harvard;  Kennedy  had  a  brother  graduate 
from  the  same  school.     Both  were  lawyers  who  served  on  the  cabinets  of 
later  presidents. 

26.  Both  had  relatives  who  were  mayor  of  Boston  (Lincoln's  cousin,  F.W.,  and 
Kennedy's  grandfather), 

27.  had  relatives  who  were  ambassador  to  Great  Britain  (Lincoln's  son, 
Kennedy ' s  father  )  , 

28     had  a  relative  who  graduated  from  Harvard  and  became  Attorney  General 
(Levi  Lincoln  in  Jefferson's  cabinet  )( Robt .  Kennedy) 

29.  known  for  quoting  Shakespeare, 

30.  concerned  with  rights  of  Blacks  which  was  culminated  in  '63,  (Emancipation 
Proclamation-1 863  and  civil  rights  message  to  Congress  in  1963) 

31.  Both  knew  a  prominent   Illinois  Democrat  named  Adlai  Stevenson, 

32.  had  same  number  of  letters  in  last  name,  (7) 

33.  and  had  successors  with  the  same  number  of   letters   in  their  full 
nanes  (19). 

34.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  both  succeeded  by  men  who  were  born  in  '08. 
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35.  Both  successors  profitted  from  having  an  educated  wifes  who  aided  them 

great ly  , 
3G .   had  two  girls, 

37.  were  opposed  for  reelection  by  men  with  names  starting  with  "G"  (Goldwater 
and  Grant  , 

38.  and  choose  not   to  run  in  "68. 

39.  Both  succeeding  vice  presidents  had  been  senators, 

40.  came  from  a  poor  background, 

41.  both  named  "Johnson", 

42.  survived  a  sister, 

43 .  had  a  brot  her  , 

44.  died  at  about   the  same  age  (66  &  65) 

45.  and  lived  about  the  same  length  of  time  after  leaving  office  ( 6  &  4 
years  ) . 

46.  Both  successors  were  near  to  the  president  when  he  died.   <  LB J  at  hospital 
and  Andrew  came  to  the  Peterson  House.  ) 

47.  Both  of  the  Johnso  ns  had  been  officers   in  the  military.     Andrew  was  a 
brigadier  general,  and  Lyndon  was  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

48.  Both  successors  were  large  men  and 

49.  known  to  be  coarse  and  vulgar. 

50.  Both  vice-presidents  were  followed  in   '68  by  a  Republican  successor, 

51.  who  was  later  relected, 

52.  and  had  the  second  administration  clouded  with  scandal. 

53.  The  Johnsons  were  the  only  presidents  known  to  have  urethral  stones. 

54.  Lincoln's  and  Kennedy's  wifes  were  both  24  at  marriage, 

55.  both  had  been  engaged  to  someone  else, 

56.  were  from  affluent  families, 

57.  raised  with  step  brothers  and  sisters  and  a  step  parent, 

58.  were  well  educated  and  socially  prominent, 

59.  spoke  French, 

60.  had  four  children, 

61.  two  of  whom  died  before  becoming  a  teen, 

62.  had  three  children  living  in  the  White  House, 

63.  lost  a  son  in  the  White  House,   (Patrick  Kennedy,  Willie  Lincoln) 

64.  and  lived  in  Europe  after  their  husband's  death. 

65.  Both  wives  spent   lavishly  on  White  House  decorations 

66.  and  renovated  the  White  House  after  years  of  neglect. 

67.  Both  assassins  were  in  their  mid-20's  (born  '39), 

68.  were  enemy  sympathizers, 

69.  had  the  same  number  of  letters  in  their  full  names  (15), 

70.  fled  after  the  shooting  and  were  captured  later. 

71.  Both  were  shot  and  killed  within  a  short  time  of  being  discovered, 

72.  attempted  to  shoot  captor, 

73.  had  it  questioned  later  whether  or  not  they  were  in  fact  killed, 

74.  and  had  both  attempted  to  commit  a  political  crime  earlier.   (Oswald  tired 
to  shoot  General  Walker  and  Booth  had  tried  to  kidnap  Lincoln.  ) 

75.  Oswald's  father  was  named,   "Robert  E.  Lee"  and  Oswald  was  named  after 
Lee.     Booth  greatly  admired  Robert  E.   Lee  as  did  Lincoln  who  offered  him 
command  of  the  Union  army  before  Lee  resigned  his  commission.     Kennedy  is 
buried  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon  which  stands  Lee's  Arlington  home. 

76.  Both  Booth  and  Oswald  learned  of  the  president's  presence  by  reading  it 
at  their  place  of  employment,  and  selected  it  as  the  place  of  the 
attempt , 

77.  altered  their  place  of  employment   to  make  shooting  easier  (Booth  drilled 
a  hole  in  the  box  door  and  Oswald  set  up  boxes), 
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78.  were  injured  in  the  escape  before  being  shot,  and 

79.  were  trapped  by  officers  named  Baker  (Barn  door  was  being  held  by  Luther 
Baker,  and  Oswald  was  confronted  at  the  School  Book  Depository  door 

by  Officer  Marion  Baker). 

80.  Both  workplaces  are  now  museums  because  of  the  assassinations. 

81  .  Both  assasssins  were  overshadowed  by  two  older  brothers  in  a  profession 
they  greatly  admired  (Oswald's  brothers  were  in  military,  Booth's  were 
famous  actors  )  , 

and  they  could  not  attain  the  same  success, 

82.  kept  a  diary  or  journal,  which  was  partly  withheld  from  the  public,  and 

83.  were  deprived  of  a  father  figure.   (Booth's  died  when  he  was   13,  and 
Oswald's  parents  were  divorced). 

84.  Both  were  shot  with  a  single  shot   from  a  Colt  while  being  subdued  by 
captures  in  strong  light  (fire  and  TV  and  camera  lights), 

85.  then  lived  only  2  hours, 

86.  and  denied  the  world  further  knowledge  and  insights  into  their  deeds. 

87.  Formal  investigations  were  conducted  after  each  death. 

88.  Both  investigations  were  later  reopened  (Surratt's  trial  in  1867  and 
Johnson's  impeachment   in   '68,  and  1975  and  1978  inquiries). 

89.  None  of  the  further  investigations  or  inquiries  resolved  who  else  may  have 
been  involved  in  the  assassinations. 

90.  Many  conspiracy  theories  in  both  cases  still  exist  today  which  are 
unproven,  some  of  which  suggest  possible  involvement  by  prominent 
persons. 

The  killers  of  Booth  and  Oswald  were  both  volatile,  unstable,  unmarried 
and  later  declared  insane. 

Both  had  earlier  opportunities  to  kill  (Ruby  in  police  station  and  Corbett 
at  closer  angles  in  barn). 

Booth  shot  in  a  theater  and  was  captured  in  a  warehouse  or  barn. 
Oswald  shot  from  a  warehouse,  and  was  captured  in  a  theater. 
94.  Kennedy's  secretary  was  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  advised  him  not  to  go  to  Dallas. 
A  Lincoln  advisor  &  secretary  who  was  the  former  chief  of  police  in  New 
York  and  was  named  John  Kennedy,  advised  him  not  to  go  to  the  theater. 
Kennedy's  secretary's  husband  was  known  as  Abe. 

A  major  reason  for  going  to  the  theater  and  Dallas  was  to  be  seen  by  the 
publ ic . 

Lincoln  was  at  Ford's  Theater  and  Kennedy  rode  in  a  Ford  product,  a 
Lincoln. 

Both  knew  a  Dr.   Charles  Taft.   (One  was  son  of  Pres.   Taft  and  the  other 
was  a  half-brother  of  Lincoln's  son's  playmates  who  was  one  of  the  first 
doctors  who  reached  Lincoln  after  shooting. 

Kennedy  was  advised  by  Billy  Graham,  and  Lincoln  was  advised  by  Billy 


98. 
99. 
100 
101 
102 


(Menter)  Oraham, 

Both  had  their  brain  destroyed  by  the  shot,  removed  during  a  partial 
autopsy  and  were  buried  without  it, 

had  their  bodies  moved  after  burial  from  a  temporary  site  to  a  permanent 
memorial  ,  and 


were  laid  on  the  same  catafalque  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House 
and  Capital  rotunda. 
Both  had  artificial  respiration  and  closed  chest  cardiac  massage  and 

103.  had  a  leading  doctor  rushed  to  his  side  who  could  not  save  the  patient 
since  the  brain  was  partially  destroyed. 

104.  Both  were  buried  with  a  predeceased  son, 

105.  after  having  their  journey  to  the  cemetery  witnessed  by  millions   in  a 
great  outpouring  of  national  grief. 
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106.  In  both  cases  it  was  claimed  and  later  discredited  that  shots  were  fired 
from  another  direction. 

107.  Both  had  sons  who  are  not  now  buried  with  them.   (Robt.  Lincoln  is  buried 
in  Arlington  near  Kennedy.  ) 

108.  Both  exposed  themselves  to  danger  to  please  crowds  many  times. 

109.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  succeeded  by  Buchanan  and  Eisenhower  whose  homes 
are  about  60  miles  apart   in  Pennsylvania,  and 

110.  who  were  the  two  oldest  presidents  at  the  time  when  they 
came  to  office  (69  and  70). 

111.  Both  Kennedy  and  Lincoln  are  well  known  for  highly  quoted  speeches. 

112.  Both  vice  presidents  were  from  states  beginning  with  the  letter  "T". 

113.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  both  runners-up  candidates  for  vice  president  in 
' 56  ,  and 

114.  ran  against  the  incumbent  vice  president   in  '60, 

115.  who  later  suffered  disgrace.   (Nixon  resigned,  Breckenridge  fled  the 
country  to  escape  capture  as  a  traitor  for  serving  with  the  South.  ) 

116.  In  each  case  press  photographs  of  the  president's  body  were  forbidden  by 
a  cabinet  member. 

117.  The  chair  in  which  Lincoln  was  sitting  and  Kennedy's  car  are  now  both  in 
the  same  building  in  Dearborn,  Michigan.   (Ford  Museum) 

118.  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  in  mid-30's  when  married,  (33  &  36) 

119.  and  had  proposed  to  other  women  and  had  been  rejected. 

120.  Both  had  children  ride  ponies  on  White  House  grounds. 

121.  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  both  the  second  born  child, 

122.  the  older  sibling  having  precedeased  at   the  time  of  election  to  House. 

123.  A  woman  named  Paine  got  Oswald  his  job;  a  man  named  Paine  helped  Booth 
escape.     Oswald  Swan  also  helped  Booth  escape. 

124.  Both  assassins  were  stopped  by  diligent  officers  and  released.    (Booth  at 
bridge,  Oswald  at  the  entrance  to  the  Depository.) 

125.  Kennedy  and  Lincoln  both  could  trace  ancestors  to  suburbs  of  Boston. 
(Lincoln's  were  from  Hingham.) 

126.  Both  won  their  party's  nomination  against  older,  more  experienced  and 
influential  candidates 

127.  who  were  later  selected  for  high  places  in  government.   ( Seward-Sec .  of 
State,  Stevenson-U . N .   Ambassador,  Johnson-Vice  Pres.) 

128.  Lincoln  shared  with  his  successor  the  fact  that  he  had  been  born  in  a 
state  other  than  his  residence  at  the  election.     Kennedy  and  his 
successor  were  elected  from  their  birth  state. 

129.  Both  called  troups  for  a  war  which  was  unpopular  with  many  and  had 
citizens  flee  to  Canada  to  avoid  the  draft,  and 

130.  had  a  revolution  occur  in  a  neighboring  country.   (Cuba  and  Mexico) 

131.  It  was  questioned  later  whether  or  not  Booth  and  Oswald  were  really 
killed  and  buried  in  their  graves. 

132.  Of  the  four  presidential  assassinations,  Robert  Lincoln  was  near  all 
except  Kennedy's. 

133.  Women  affected  by  both  crimes  suffered  similar  fates: 

Mrs.   Kennedy  and  Fanny  Seward,  the  Sec.   of  State's  daughter,  both  of 
whom  were  raised  in  New  York,  suffered  amnesia  of  the  events  following 
the  attempts  on  their  husband  and  father.   (Seward's  was  attacked  the  same 
t  ime  as  Lincoln .  ) 

134.  Likenesses  of  both  Kennedy  and  Lincoln  appear  on  U.S.  coins. 

135.  Both  Kennedy  and  Lincoln  liked  to  quote  from  the  Bible,  and 

136.  suffered  from  genetic  diseases.     It   is  suspected  that  Lincoln  had 
Marfan's  disease  and  Kennedy  suffered  from  Addison's  disease. 

137.  Neither  was  known  to  carry  money  and  constantly  borrowed  from  friends. 
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138.  Both  showed  no  fear  of  death  and  disdained  bodyguards, 

139.  often  stated  how  easy  it  would  be  to  shoot  a  president,  and 

140.  received  many  death  threats.     In  the  year  of  death  Lincoln  received  over 
80  such  letters  and  Kennedy  over  800. 

141.  Lincoln  sat   in  Box  7  at  Ford's,  and  Kennedy  rode  in  car  7  in  the  Dallas 
motorcade . 

142.  Both  died  in  a  place  with  the  initials  P  and  H.   (Parkland  Hospital  and 
the  Peterson  House) 

143.  Both  were  buried  in  mahogany  caskets. 

144.  Mrs.  Kennedy  insisted  that  her  husband's  funeral  mirror  Lincoln's  as 
closely  as  possible. 

145.  Both  assassins  used  three  names:   John  Wilkes  Booth  and  Lee  Harvey  Oswald, 
both  with  15  letters. 

14B.  Both  were  in  the  military  (Virginia  Militia  and  Marines). 

147.  Both  used  aliases  ("J.  Wilkes"  and  "A.  Hidell") 

148.  A  part-time  concession  operator  who  held  Booth's  horse  at  Ford's  was 
Peanuts  Burroughs,  and  the  concession  operator  at  the  Texas  Theatre  was 
Butch  Burroughs. 

149.  Both  assassins  received  their  fame  posthumously  since  they  were  shot 
before  they  achieved  it. 

150.  Both  assassins  were  shot  by  religious  men, 

151.  who  had  changed  their  names.   (Corbett  changed  his  name  from  Thomas  to 
Boston.  Ruby  changed  his  from  Jacob  Rubenstein.  ) 

152.  Both  presidents  were  named  for  their  grandfathers. 

153.  Both  birthplaces  are  National  Monuments. 

154.  Lincoln  had  sons  named  Robert  and  Edward.     Kennedy  had  brothers  by  the 
same  name. 

155.  Both  moved  a  short  distance  away  from  their  birthplaces  in  early 
chi ldhood , 

156.  had  a  brother  born  there, 

157.  and  then  moved  out  of  state  at  about  9  years  of  age. 

158.  Shortly  after  the  assassinations  Robert  Lincoln  moved  to  3014  N  Street, 
N.W. ,  in  Georgetown,  and  John  Jr.  moved  to  3017. 

159.  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  had  children  who  became  lawyers. 

1B0.  Autopsies  were  performed  on  both  assassins  to  clarify  identity. 

161.  Both  assassinations  were  carefully  planned. 

162.  Both  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  were  younger  than  their  successors. 

163.  Both  presidents  were  greatly  vilified  during  their  term  of  office,  and 
became  very  popular  at  death. 

164.  In  '60  both  Kennedy  and  Lincoln  defeated  better  known  candidates  of  the 
other  parties  born  in  '13.   (Nixon  and  Douglas) 

165.  The  '60  election  win  was  at   least  parially  due  to  a  famous  debate  held 
before  the  election  with  the  other  main  candidate, 

166.  both  of  whom  had  been  a  senator, 

167.  who  was  better  known  at  the  time  of  the  debate,  and 

168.  who  sat  near  the  president  elect  at  the  inauguration. 

169.  More  is  known  today  about  Lincoln  and  Kennedy  because  of  their 
assassinations  as  they  became  very  popular  after  death  and  had  a 
number  of  books  written  about  them  by  many  people  who  had  known  them  and 
detailed  many  personal   incidents  which  would  have  been  otherwise  lost  to 
history  but   for  the  sudden  increase  in  public  interest  and  fame. 


